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Adverse Effects and Precautions
As for the sedating antihistamines in general, p.561.
UK product information for acrivastine has warned
that acrivastine should not be used in patients hyper-
sensitive to triprolidine.
Breast feeding. No adverse effects have been seen in breast-
fed infants whose mothers were receiving triprolidine, and the
American Academy of Pediatrics1 considers that it is therefore
usually compatible with breast feeding. 
In a study2 in 3 women of the excretion of triprolidine and pseu-
doephedrine, taken orally in a combined preparation, triprolidine
was found to reach concentrations in breast milk similar to those
found in plasma in one subject, and slightly lower than in plasma
in the others. It was calculated that 0.06 to 0.2% of the ingested
dose was distributed into breast milk over 24 hours. Concentra-
tions of pseudoephedrine in breast milk exceeded those in plas-
ma in all 3 women.
1. American Academy of Pediatrics. The transfer of drugs and oth-

er chemicals into human milk. Pediatrics 2001; 108: 776–89.
Correction. ibid.; 1029. Also available at:
http: / /aappolicy.aappubl icat ions.org/cgi /content /ful l /
pediatrics%3b108/3/776 (accessed 30/01/04) 

2. Findlay JWA, et al. Pseudoephedrine and triprolidine in plasma
and breast milk of nursing mothers. Br J Clin Pharmacol 1984;
18: 901–6.

Interactions
As for the sedating antihistamines in general, p.563.

Pharmacokinetics
After absorption from the gastrointestinal tract, tripro-
lidine is metabolised; a carboxylated derivative ac-
counts for about half the dose excreted in the urine. Re-
ported half-lives vary from 3 to 5 hours or more.
Triprolidine is distributed into breast milk.
◊ General references.
1. Paton DM, Webster DR. Clinical pharmacokinetics of H -recep-

tor antagonists (the antihistamines). Clin Pharmacokinet 1985;
10: 477–97. 

2. Miles MV, et al. Pharmacokinetics of oral and transdermal
triprolidine. J Clin Pharmacol 1990; 30: 572–5.

Uses and Administration
Triprolidine hydrochloride, an alkylamine derivative,
is a sedating antihistamine with antimuscarinic and
mild sedative effects. It is used for the symptomatic re-
lief of allergic conditions including urticaria (p.565)

and rhinitis (p.565), and in pruritic skin disorders
(p.565). It is often used in combination with pseu-
doephedrine hydrochloride for rhinitis and in other
compound preparations for the symptomatic treatment
of coughs and the common cold (p.564). 
It is given orally, the usual dose for adults being 2.5 mg
up to four times daily. 
Triprolidine tannate has been used similarly. 
Triprolidine hydrochloride has also been applied topi-
cally to the skin although, as with other antihistamines,
there is a risk of sensitisation.
Preparations
BP 2008: Triprolidine Tablets; 
USP 31: Triprolidine and Pseudoephedrine Hydrochlorides Syrup; Tripro-
lidine and Pseudoephedrine Hydrochlorides Tablets; Triprolidine Hydro-
chloride Syrup; Triprolidine Hydrochloride Tablets.
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Israel: Pro-Actidil†; Ital.: Actidil†; Spain: Pro-Actidil†; UAE: Sedofan T;
USA: Zymine.
Multi-ingredient: Arg.: Actifedrin; Austral.: Actifed; Actifed CC Junior;
Codral Original Day & Night Cold & Flu; Sudafed Sinus Day & Night Relief;
Sudafed Sinus Pain & Allergy Relief; Belg.: Actifed; Braz.: Actifedrin; Trife-
drin; Canad.: Actifed; Actifed Plus; CoActifed; Covan†; ratio-Cotridin; ra-
tio-Cotridin Expectorant; Chile: Actifedrin; Actifedrin Antitusivo; Cz.:
Trifed Expectorant†; Trifed†; Fr.: Actifed; Actifed Toux Seche†; Ger.: Rhi-
nopront Kombi; Hong Kong: Actifed; Actifed Compound; Actifed DM†;
Actihist-Co†; Antifort; Cough-EN†; Fedac; Fedac Compound; Prolifed; Set-
prodine†; Syncofit; Uni-Fedra Compound; Vidalidine; India: Actifed DM†;
Actifed Plus†; Actifed†; Actiflu; Actiflu Plus; Ascoril-D+; Deletus; Deletus D;
Nocold Plus; Indon.: Actifed; Actifed DM; Actifed Expectorant; Actigesic;
Alerfed; Crofed; Eflin; Flutrop; Lapifed; Lapifed DM; Lapifed Expectorant;
Nasafed; Nasafed Plus; Nichofed; Nostel; Protifed; Stop Cold; Tremenza;
Trifed; Trifedrin; Valved; Valved DM; Irl.: Actifed; Actifed Chesty†; Actifed
Compound†; Benylin Childrens Cough and Cold; Benylin Dual Action Dry;
Israel: Actifed Compound†; Actifed DM†; Actifed Expectorant†; Actifed†;
Histafed; Histafed Comp; Histafed Expectorant; Sinufed Kid Night†; Ital.:
Actifed; Actifed Composto; Actigrip; Malaysia: Actifed; Actifed DM; Ac-
tifed Expectorant; Actihist; Actihist Expectorant; Actihist-Co; Axcel Tridine;
Beatafed; Beatafed Compound†; Cough-EN; Decol; Fedac; Pabron Cold &
Flu; Pabron Cough & Sinus; Pabron Cough-D; Peace; Pseudoephedrine T;
Rhynacol; Mex.: Actifed; Actifed DM; Giparlix; NZ: Actifed; Codral Day-
time/Nightime; Sudafed Day/Nightime Relief; Sudafed Sinus Pain & Allergy
Relief; Pol.: Actifed; Actitrin; Port.: Actifed; Dinaxil; S.Afr.: Actifed; Actifed
Cold & Fever; Actifed Dry Cough Regular; Actifed Dry Cough Sugar Free;
Acuflu P; Acugest; Acugest Co; Acugest DM; Acugest Expect; Acutussive;
Adco-Flupain; Adco-Tussend; Betafed; Coff-Rest†; Coryx; Endcol Cough
Linctus†; Endcol DM†; Endcol Expectorant†; Fludactil Co; Fludactil Expec-
torant†; Fludactil†; Linctifed; Medifed; Merck-Cough Linctus; Merck-Expec-
torant; Merck-Fed; Neofed†; Sinuclear; Tixylix Flu; Trifen; Singapore: 3P†;
Actifed; Actifed Compound; Actifed DM; Actifed Expectorant; Beactafed;
Beactafed Co; Cough-EN; Fedac; Fedac Compound; Peacef; Trodrine†;
Unitifed†; Spain: Iniston Antitusivo y Descongestivo; Iniston Desconges-
tivo; Iniston Expectorante y Descongestivo; Thai.: Actifed; Actifed Com-
pound†; Actifed DM; Actil; Actiplex; Clinikold; Cofed; Consudine; Hiscifed;

Med-Actigen†; Medofed; Milafed; Nanafed†; Nasolin†; Nostrilet; Policol;
Policold; Polyfed; Pondactil; Profed; Prophedin; Sinusaid; Sufed; Trifed; Tri-
ofed; Tripo; Triprodrine; Vefed†; Vesprolid-HCL; Turk.: A-ferin; Actidem;
Actifed; UAE: Sedofan; Sedofan DM; UK: Benylin Childrens Coughs &
Colds; Multi-Action Actifed; Multi-Action Actifed Chesty Coughs Expecto-
rant; Multi-Action Actifed Dry Coughs; Sudafed Plus; USA: Actagen; Acta-
gen-C Cough; Actifed; Actifed Cold & Allergy; Actifed Cold & Sinus; Actifed
Plus; Allercon; Allerfrim; Allerfrim with Codeine; Allerphed; Aprodine;
Aprodine with Codeine; Bayer Select Night Time Cold; Cenafed Plus;
Genac; Silafed; Trifed-C Cough; Triofed; Tripohist D; Triposed; Zymine HC;
Zymine-D; Venez.: Actifed†.

Tritoqualine (rINN)

L-554; Tritocualina; Tritoqualinum. 7-Amino-4,5,6-triethoxy-3-
(5,6,7,8-tetrahydro-4-methoxy-6-methyl-1,3-dioxolo[4,5-g]iso-
quinolin-5-yl)phthalide.
Тритоквалин
C26H32N2O8 = 500.5.
CAS — 14504-73-5.
ATC — R06AX21.
ATC Vet — QR06AX21.

Profile
Tritoqualine is stated to inhibit histidine decarboxylase which ca-
talyses the conversion of histidine to histamine. It has no action
on histamine H1-receptors and at therapeutic doses has no seda-
tive or antimuscarinic effects. It has the uses of antihistamines
(p.563) and has been given orally in usual doses of 200 to
600 mg daily in 2 or 3 divided doses for the symptomatic relief
of hypersensitivity reactions including allergic rhinitis and urti-
caria.
Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Austria: Hypostamin; Fr.: Hypostamine; Ger.: Inhibostamin†.

O

O

N

O

O

CH3

O
H3C

O

CH3

O CH3
O

H3C

NH2



Antimalarials/Amodiaquine    597

The symbol † denotes a preparation no longer actively marketed The symbol ⊗ denotes a substance whose use may be restricted in certain sports (see p.vii)

en at intervals at least one month apart. For maximum ben-
efit 2 to 3 doses of IPT should be given. For further
information on the use of pyrimethamine in pregnancy, see
under Precautions for Pyrimethamine, p.611. In areas of
low or unstable malaria transmission, where pregnant
women have low immunity to malaria, use of insecticide-
treated nets and prompt case management of pregnant
women with fever and malarial illness is recommended. In
addition, all pregnant women should take iron and folate
supplements. 
Prophylaxis during breast feeding. It is generally ac-
cepted for most antimalarials that the amounts distributed
into breast milk and consumed by nursing infants are too
small to be harmful, although they are also too small to
provide protection.2,15 However, doxycycline is contra-in-
dicated during breast feeding, and advice regarding
atovaquone-proguanil varies: in the UK it is contra-indi-
cated, though it may be used if no suitable alternative is
available,16 but in the USA it may be given once the infant
weighs over 5 kg.15 Although there has been concern that
infants given prophylaxis with mefloquine who also in-
gested the drug from breast milk might be receiving exces-
sive quantities,15 mefloquine is probably safe to use in
breast-feeding mothers.16 
Prophylaxis in children. Chloroquine and proguanil may
be given in scaled down doses to children of all ages but
the choice of alternative drugs may be restricted, especial-
ly in very young children, and consideration should be giv-
en to whether their travel to malarious areas is absolutely
necessary (see also above). Mefloquine is an option for use
in children and infants weighing 5 kg or more if travelling
to areas with chloroquine-resistant P. falciparum and
atovaquone-proguanil (Malarone) may be given to chil-
dren weighing 11 kg or more; the CDC considers that it
may be used in infants weighing at least 5 kg. Doxycycline
is contra-indicated in children less than 8 years of age, and
higher age limits may apply in some countries such as the
UK.2,15,16 
Prophylaxis in epilepsy. In subjects with a history of epi-
lepsy, the UK guidelines16 advise that both chloroquine
and mefloquine are unsuitable for prophylaxis. In areas
without chloroquine resistance, proguanil alone is recom-
mended. In areas with a high risk of chloroquine resist-
ance, atovaquone-proguanil (Malarone) or doxycycline
may be considered, but the metabolism of doxycycline
may be influenced by antiepileptics. Dapsone with py-
rimethamine (Maloprim) was considered to have been of
particular value in travellers with epilepsy, especially chil-
dren, but is no longer available in the UK. 
Prophylaxis in HIV-infected travellers. HIV-infected
travellers may take chloroquine routinely for antimalarial
prophylaxis but its potential immunosuppressive effects
should be recognised; proguanil, mefloquine, or doxycy-
cline can also be used. Although patients with AIDS may
be at increased risk of adverse effects to sulfonamides, a
combination such as pyrimethamine-sulfadoxine (Fansid-
ar) can be used for standby treatment if an alternative is
not available.
1. WHO. Roll Back Malaria: a global partnership. Available at:

http://www.rollbackmalaria.org (accessed 26/04/06) 
2. WHO. International travel and health. 2008 ed. Available at:

http://www.who.int/ith/en (accessed 04/03/08) 
3. WHO. Guidelines for the treatment of malaria. Geneva: WHO,

2006. Available at: http:/ /www.who.int/malaria/docs/
TreatmentGuidelines2006.pdf (accessed 19/05/06) 

4. Greenwood BM, et al. Malaria. Lancet 2005; 365: 1487–98. 
5. White NJ. The treatment of malaria. N Engl J Med 1996; 335:

800–806. 
6. Bloland PB. Drug resistance in malaria. Geneva: WHO, 2001.

Available at: http://www.who.int/entity/csr/resources/
publications/drugresist/malaria.pdf (accessed 17/06/08) 

7. WHO. Strategic orientation paper on prevention and control of
malaria; for national and international programme officers in-
volved in malaria control at country level; first edition. Geneva:
WHO, 2005. Available at: http://www.who.int/malaria/docs/
trainingcourses/NPOreport.pdf (accessed 19/05/06) 

8. British Infection Society. Algorithm for initial assessment and
management of malaria in adults (issued February 2007). Avail-
able at: http://www.britishinfectionsociety.org/documents/
MalariaAlgorithm07.pdf (accessed 28/09/07) 

9. Lalloo DG, et al.. HPA Advisory Committee on Malaria Preven-
tion in UK Travellers. UK malaria treatment guidelines. J Infect
2007; 54: 111–21. 

10. CDC. Treatment guidelines: treatment of malaria (guidelines for
clinicians) (issued 28th June 2004, updated 24th May 2007).
Available at: http://www.cdc.gov/malaria/pdf/clinicalguid-
ance.pdf (accessed 28/09/07) 

11. Prasad K, Garner P. Steroids for treating cerebral malaria. Avail-
able in The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews; Issue 3.
Chichester: John Wiley; 1999 (accessed 17/05/05). 

12. Orton L, Garner P. Drugs for treating uncomplicated malaria in
pregnant women. Available in The Cochrane Database of Sys-
temic Reviews; Issue 3. Chichester: John Wiley; 2005 (accessed
19/05/06). 

13. Manenti F, et al. Treatment of hyperreactive malarial splenom-
egaly syndrome. Lancet 1994; 343: 1441–2. 

14. Lengeler C. Insecticide-treated bed nets and curtains for pre-
venting malaria. Available in The Cochrane Database of Sys-
tematic Reviews; Issue 2. Chichester: John Wiley; 2004 (ac-
cessed 18/08/05). 

15. CDC. Malaria. In: The Yellow Book: CDC Health Information
for International Travel; 2008. Available at: 
http://wwwn.cdc.gov/travel/yellowBookCh4-Malaria.aspx (ac-
cessed 28/09/07) 

16. Chiodini P, et al. HPA Advisory Committee on Malaria Preven-
tion in UK Travellers. Guidelines for malaria prevention in trav-
ellers from the United Kingdom (issued 01/07). Available at:
ht tp: / /www.hpa.org.uk/web/HPAwebFile/HPAweb_C/
1203496943523 (accessed 17/06/08)

Amodiaquine (BAN, rINN)

Amodiaquina; Amodiaquinum. 4-(7-Chloro-4-quinolylamino)-2-
(diethylaminomethyl)phenol.
Амодиахин
C20H22ClN3O = 355.9.
CAS — 86-42-0.
ATC — P01BA06.

Pharmacopoeias. In Int. and US. 
USP 31 (Amodiaquine). Very pale yellow to light tan-yellow,
odourless, powder. Practically insoluble in water; slightly solu-
ble in alcohol; sparingly soluble in 1.0N hydrochloric acid. Store
in airtight containers.

Amodiaquine Hydrochloride (BANM, rINNM)

Amodiaquine, Chlorhydrate d’; Amodiaquini Hydrochloridum;
Hidrocloruro de amodiaquina. 4-(7-Chloro-4-quinolylamino)-2-
(diethylaminomethyl)phenol dihydrochloride dihydrate.
Амодиахина Гидрохлорид
C20H22ClN3O,2HCl,2H2O = 464.8.
CAS — 69-44-3 (anhydrous amodiaquine hydrochloride);
6398-98-7 (amodiaquine hydrochloride dihydrate).
ATC — P01BA06.
Pharmacopoeias. In Fr., Int., and US. 
USP 31 (Amodiaquine Hydrochloride). A yellow, odourless,
crystalline powder. Soluble 1 in 25 of water and 1 in 78 of alco-
hol; very slightly soluble in chloroform, in ether, and in benzene.
Store in airtight containers.
Sorption. For reference to loss of amodiaquine hydrochloride
from solutions during membrane filtration, see Chloroquine,
p.599.
Adverse Effects and Precautions
As for Chloroquine, p.599, although amodiaquine was associat-
ed with hepatitis and a much higher incidence of agranulocytosis
when it was used for the prophylaxis of malaria.
Incidence of adverse effects. Early isolated reports of severe
neutropenia with amodiaquine usually concerned use in anti-in-
flammatory doses for rheumatoid arthritis, but there was a cluster
of cases in 1986 associated with its use in malaria prophylaxis.1
In all, 23 cases of agranulocytosis, 7 of which were fatal, were
reported in the UK, USA, and Switzerland during a 12-month
period ending March 1986. Nearly all of these patients had used
the drug at a dosage of 400 mg weekly and the periods of expo-
sure ranged from 3 to 24 weeks.1 Some of these patients also had
evidence of liver damage1 and there have been other reports of
hepatotoxicity associated with the prophylactic use of amodi-
aquine.2 Examination of data submitted to the UK CSM3 sug-
gested that the frequency of adverse reactions to amodiaquine
was about 1 in 1700 for serious reactions, 1 in 2200 for blood
disorders, 1 in 15 650 for serious hepatic disorders, and 1 in
15 650 for fatal reactions. In contrast the frequency of agranulo-
cytosis in users in France4 has been estimated to be 1 in 25 000.
Worldwide4 the risk of severe reactions appears to be between 1
in 1000 and 1 in 5000. The manufacturers reportedly had 42 cas-
es of serious adverse effects during amodiaquine prophylaxis,
between 1985 and 1991; there were 28 cases of agranulocytosis
(9 deaths) and 14 of hepatitis (3 deaths).5 Whether there was sig-
nificantly less risk when amodiaquine was given for treatment of
malaria rather than prophylaxis was not certain.6 
It has been suggested that an immunological reaction to amodi-
aquine quinone imine, which can be produced by autoxidation
among other processes, may partially account for amodiaquine’s
greater tendency to induce agranulocytosis compared with chlo-
roquine.7,8 
The acute toxicity of amodiaquine appears to differ from that of
chloroquine in that there have been no reports of cardiovascular
symptoms after overdosage with amodiaquine9 but intoxication
with amodiaquine is also far less frequent than chloroquine poi-

soning. However, large doses of amodiaquine have been report-
ed to produce syncope, spasticity, convulsions, and involuntary
movements.9
1. Anonymous. Amodiaquine and agranulocytosis. WHO Drug Inf

1987; 1: 5–6. 
2. Larrey D, et al. Amodiaquine-induced hepatitis. Ann Intern Med

1986; 104: 801–3. 
3. Phillips-Howard PA, West LJ. Serious adverse drug reactions to

pyrimethamine–sulphadoxine, pyrimethamine–dapsone and to
amodiaquine in Britain. J R Soc Med 1990; 83: 82–5. 

4. Anonymous. Development of recommendations for the protec-
tion of short-stay travellers to malaria endemic areas: memoran-
dum from two WHO meetings. Bull WHO 1988; 66: 177–96. 

5. Olliaro P, et al. Systematic review of amodiaquine treatment in
uncomplicated malaria. Lancet 1996; 348: 1196–1201. 

6. White NJ. Can amodiaquine be resurrected? Lancet 1996; 348:
1184–5. 

7. Winstanley PA, et al. The toxicity of amodiaquine and its princi-
pal metabolites towards mononuclear leucocytes and granulo-
cyte/monocyte colony forming units. Br J Clin Pharmacol 1990;
29: 479–85. 

8. Park BK, Kitteringham NR. Drug–protein conjugation and its
immunological consequences. Drug Metab Rev 1990; 22:
87–144. 

9. Jaeger A, et al. Clinical features and management of poisoning
due to antimalarial drugs. Med Toxicol 1987; 2: 242–73.

Pregnancy. A study1 to assess the safety and efficacy of amodi-
aquine or amodiaquine plus sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine in 900
pregnant women (in their second or third trimester) reported that
PCR-corrected parasitological failure by day 28 was 14%, 11%,
3%, and 0% in those given chloroquine, sulfadoxine-pyrimeth-
amine, amodiaquine alone, and amodiaquine plus sulfadoxine-
pyrimethamine, respectively. No serious adverse effects were re-
ported. 
WHO considers that amodiaquine may be an alternative to chloro-
quine for treatment of malaria due to P. vivax during pregnancy
(see Treatment of Malaria during Pregnancy, under Malaria,
p.594).
1. Tagbor H, et al. Efficacy, safety, and tolerability of amodiaquine

plus sulphadoxine-pyrimethamine used alone or in combination
for malaria treatment in pregnancy: a randomised trial. Lancet
2006; 368: 1349–56.

Pharmacokinetics
Amodiaquine hydrochloride is readily absorbed from the gas-
trointestinal tract. Amodiaquine is rapidly converted in the liver
to the active metabolite desethylamodiaquine, only a negligible
amount of amodiaquine being excreted unchanged in the urine.
The plasma elimination half-life of desethylamodiaquine has
varied from 1 to 10 days or more. Amodiaquine and desethyl-
amodiaquine have been detected in the urine several months af-
ter use.
◊ References.
1. Winstanley P, et al. The disposition of amodiaquine in man after

oral administration. Br J Clin Pharmacol 1987; 23: 1–7. 
2. White NJ, et al. Pharmacokinetics of intravenous amodiaquine.

Br J Clin Pharmacol 1987; 23: 127–35. 
3. Winstanley PA, et al. The disposition of amodiaquine in Zam-

bians and Nigerians with malaria. Br J Clin Pharmacol 1990; 29:
695–701. 

4. Krishna S, White NJ. Pharmacokinetics of quinine, chloroquine
and amodiaquine: clinical implications. Clin Pharmacokinet
1996; 30: 263–99.

Uses and Administration
Amodiaquine is a 4-aminoquinoline antimalarial with an action
similar to that of chloroquine (p.602). It is as effective as chloro-
quine against chloroquine-sensitive strains of Plasmodium falci-
parum and is also effective against some chloroquine-resistant
strains, although resistance to amodiaquine has developed and
there may be partial cross-resistance between amodiaquine and
chloroquine. To prevent the emergence and spread of drug resist-
ant parasites WHO recommends that amodiaquine be given with
an artemisinin derivative, such as artesunate, for the treatment of
falciparum malaria. Amodiaquine is not recommended for the
prophylaxis of malaria because of resistance and the risk of ma-
jor toxicity. 
Amodiaquine is given orally as the hydrochloride, but doses are
expressed in terms of amodiaquine base; amodiaquine hydro-
chloride 260 mg is equivalent to about 200 mg of amodiaquine
base. For the treatment of falciparum malaria and uncomplicated
chloroquine-resistant vivax malaria a total dose of 30 mg/kg is
given over 3 days (10 mg/kg daily for 3 days). Treatment of
vivax malaria must be followed by radical cure with primaquine. 
A fixed-dose combination product of amodiaquine and artesuna-
te (ASAQ) has been developed in order to improve patient adher-
ence and avoid monotherapy, thereby decreasing the risk of ac-
quired drug resistance, and is available in some countries.
◊ References.
1. Olliaro P, Mussano P. Amodiaquine for treating malaria. Availa-

ble in The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews; Issue 2.
Chichester: John Wiley; 2003 (accessed 17/05/05). 

2. McIntosh HM, Jones KL. Chloroquine or amodiaquine com-
bined with sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine for treating uncomplicat-
ed malaria. Available in The Cochrane Database of Systematic
Reviews; Issue 4. Chichester: John Wiley; 2005 (accessed
18/07/06). 

3. Bukirwa H, Critchley J. Sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine plus artesu-
nate versus sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine plus amodiaquine for
treating uncomplicated malaria. Available in The Cochrane Da-
tabase of Systematic Reviews; Issue 1. Chichester: John Wiley;
2006 (accessed 18/07/06).
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