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Sodium Pidolate (pINNM)

NaPCA; Natrii Pidolas; Pidolate de Sodium; Pidolato sódico;
Piroglutamato sódico; Pirrolidona carboxilato de sodio; Sodium
Pyroglutamate; Sodium Pyrrolidone Carboxylate. Sodium 5-ox-
opyrrolidine-2-carboxylate.
Натрий Пидолат
C5H7NNaO3 = 152.1.
CAS — 28874-51-3 (DL-sodium pidolate); 54571-67-4 (L-
sodium pidolate).

Profile
Sodium pidolate is used as a humectant. It is applied topically as
a cream or lotion, often in multi-ingredient preparations, in the
treatment of dry skin disorders. 
Copper and zinc pidolate are used similarly; they have also been
used as nutritional supplements.
Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Arg.: Effaclar†; Hong Kong: DermaVeen.
Multi-ingredient: Arg.: Effalpha†; Lacticare; Sabal†; Austral.: Der-
madrate; DermaVeen Moisturising; DermaVeen Shower & Bath; Braz.: Ef-
faclar; Lacticare; Chile: Lacticare†; Fr.: BiaZinc†; Cu-Zn; DS Emulsion; Ef-
faclar; Hydracuivre; Hyseke; Lacticare; Mycogel; Hong Kong: Dermadrate;
DS Emulsion; Lacticare†; Mycogel; India: Efaderm; Indon.: Lacticare; Irl.:
Effaclar; Effaclar K; Hydromol†; Lacticare; Ital.: Angstrom Viso; Malaysia:
Lacticare; Mex.: Lacticare; NZ: Dermadrate; Philipp.: Lacticare; S.Afr.:
Lacticare; Singapore: Dermadrate; DermaVeen Shower & Bath; Effaclar K;
Lacticare; Stop-Itch Plus; Thai.: Lacticare; UK: Hydromol; Lacticare†.

Squaric Acid Dibutylester
Éster dibutílico del ácido escuárico; Quadratic Acid Dibutylester;
SADBE. The dibutyl ester of 3,4-dihydroxy-3-cyclobutene-1,2-di-
one; 3,4-Dibutoxy-3-cyclobutene-1,2-dione; .
Дибутиловый Эфир Сквариковой Кислоты
C12H18O4 = 226.3.
CAS — 2892-62-8 (squaric acid dibutylester); 2892-51-5
(squaric acid).

Profile
Squaric acid dibutylester has been tried similarly to diphency-
prone (p.1594) as a contact sensitiser in the treatment of alopecia.
It has also been tried in warts.
◊ References.
1. Tosti A, et al. Long-term results of topical immunotherapy in

children with alopecia totalis or alopecia universalis. J Am Acad
Dermatol 1996; 35: 199–201. 

2. Micali G, et al. Treatment of alopecia areata with squaric acid
dibutylester. Int J Dermatol 1996; 35: 52–6. 

3. Lee AN, Mallory SB. Contact immunotherapy with squaric acid
dibutylester for the treatment of recalcitrant warts. J Am Acad
Dermatol 1999; 41: 595–9. 

4. Silverberg NB, et al. Squaric acid immunotherapy for warts in
children. J Am Acad Dermatol 2000; 42: 803–8. 

5. Micali G, et al. Use of squaric acid dibutylester (SADBE) for
cutaneous warts in children. Pediatr Dermatol 2000; 17:
315–18. 

6. Dall’Oglio F, et al. Adult and paediatric contact immunotherapy
with squaric acid dibutylester (SADBE) for recurrent, multiple,
resistant, mucocutaneous anogenital warts. Sex Transm Infect
2002; 78: 309–10. 

7. Dall’Oglio F, et al. Topical immunomodulator therapy with
squaric acid dibutylester (SADBE) is effective treatment for se-
vere alopecia areata (AA): results of an open-label, paired-com-
parison, clinical trial. J Dermatol Treat 2005; 16: 10–14. 

8. Ajith C, et al. Efficacy and safety of the topical sensitizer squaric
acid dibutyl ester in alopecia areata and factors influencing the
outcome. J Drugs Dermatol 2006; 5: 262–6.

Sulfur
Azufre; Enxôfre; Kén; Kükürt; Rikki; Schwefel; Siarka; Síra; Soufre;
Sulphur; Sulphurium; Svavel.
Сера
S = 32.065.
CAS — 7704-34-9.
ATC — D10AB02.
ATC Vet — QD10AB02.
Pharmacopoeias. In Chin., Eur. (see p.vii), Jpn, and US. Some
have monographs for Precipitated Sulfur (Milk of Sulfur), Sub-
limed Sulfur (Flowers of Sulfur), or both. Some specify it is only
for external use. 

Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Sulphur for External Use). A yellow powder. The
size of most of the particles is not greater than 20 micrometres
and that of almost all the particles is not greater than
40 micrometres. Practically insoluble in water; soluble in carbon
disulfide; slightly soluble in vegetable oils. Protect from light. 
USP 31 (Precipitated Sulfur). A very fine, pale yellow, odour-
less, amorphous or microcrystalline powder. Practically insolu-
ble in water; very slightly soluble in alcohol; slowly and usually
incompletely soluble 1 in 2 of carbon disulfide; soluble 1 in 100
of olive oil. 
USP 31 (Sublimed Sulfur). A fine, yellow, crystalline powder
with a faint odour. Practically insoluble in water and in alcohol;
sparingly soluble in olive oil.

Adverse Effects and Precautions
Topical application of sulfur can cause skin irritation and derma-
titis has been reported after repeated application. Contact with
the eyes, mouth, and other mucous membranes should be avoid-
ed. Contact with sulfur can discolour certain metals such as sil-
ver, and application of sulfur with topical mercurial compounds
can lead to the generation of hydrogen sulfide which has a foul
odour and may stain the skin black.

Handling. Sulfur has been used for the illicit preparation of ex-
plosives or fireworks; care is required with its supply.

Uses and Administration
Sulfur is a keratolytic, a mild antiseptic, a mild antifungal, and a
parasiticide. 
Colloidal sulfur has a smaller particle size than either precipitat-
ed or sublimed sulfur. It is sulfur in an aqueous medium contain-
ing a colloid such as albumin or gelatin. 
Sulfur has been widely used in lotions, creams, or ointments,
usually combined with other agents, in concentrations of up to
10% in the treatment of acne, dandruff, seborrhoeic conditions,
scabies, and superficial fungal infections, although there are
more convenient and effective preparations. 
Lotions of precipitated sulfur with lead acetate have been used to
darken grey hair. 
Sulfur was also formerly used as a mild irritant laxative. 
Sulfur is used in homoeopathic medicine.

◊ General references.
1. Lin AN, et al. Sulfur revisited. J Am Acad Dermatol 1988; 18:

553–8. 
2. Gupta AK, Nicol K. The use of sulfur in dermatology. J Drugs

Dermatol 2004; 3: 427–31.

Preparations

BPC 1973: Salicylic Acid and Sulphur Ointment; 
USP 31: Resorcinol and Sulfur Topical Suspension; Sulfur Ointment.

Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Arg.: Macbirs; Macbirs Sulphur; Merbenloc; Suldiamin†; Braz.: Sabonete
Sulfuroso†; Canad.: Postacne†; Cz.: Aknepur†; Ger.: Sulfopino†; Indon.:
Acne Feldin; JF Sulfur; Ital.: Acqua di Sirmione†; Misurid; Sapol; Malaysia:
JF Sulfur; Philipp.: Erasul; Sulderm; Turk.: Capila Savon; USA: Acne Lotion
10; Liquimat; Sulfoam; Sulmasque.

Multi-ingredient: Arg.: Acnomel†; Azufracid; Bentophyto; Bifena; C-G†;
Farmigras; Medicatex; Molnia; Nemegel†; Onelacne†; Pinklot; Sastid; Suffi-
sance; Tersoderm Cabellos Grasos†; Austral.: Acne & Pimple Gel†; Clear-
asil Acne Treatment Cream; Egopsoryl TA; Eskamel; Neo-Medrol; Psor-
Asist; Austria: Aknichthol; Alpicort; Eucarbon; Herposicc; Leukona-Sulfo-
moor-Bad†; Sabatif; Salvyl; Schwefelbad Dr Klopfer ; Sulfo-Schwefelbad;
Wisamt†; Braz.: Acnase; Actine; Akirol†; Circanetten†; Dermax; Dermic;
Polvilho Antisseptico†; Salder S; Salisoap; Sastid; Talco Alivio†; Varicell†; Ca-
nad.: Boil Ease†; Clearasil Acne Control; Clearasil Acne Cream; Mazon
Medicated Shampoo; Medrol Acne Lotion; Meted; Neo-Medrol Acne; Per-
nox; Sebulex; Sebutone†; Sterex; Sterex Plus; Sulfacet-R; Chile: Acnaid†;
Antiacne†; Dermac Crema; Sastid Jabon; Cz.: Acne Cream†; Fin.: Neo-
Medrol comp†; Wicne; Wicnecarb; Fr.: Dermo-Sulfuryl; Paps; Selso; Solacy;
Sulfuryl; Zeniac†; Ger.: Antihydral M†; Ellsurex; Fango-Rubriment;
Schwefelbad Dr Klopfer ; Sulfredox†; Sulfuretten†; Wisamt N†; Hong
Kong: 2-4-2†; Acne-Aid; Acnederm; Antihydral M†; Cocois†; Egopsoryl
TA; Neo-Medrol Acne; Sastid; Hung.: Bolus Laxans; Schwefelbad Dr Klop-
fer; India: Persol Forte; Indon.: Bioacne; Feldixid; Sastid; Irl.: Cocois; Met-
ed; Pragmatar; Israel: Acnex†; Calatrim cum Sulphur†; Duo-Scabil; Eucar-
bon; Neo-Medrol; Sulfo-Salicyl; Ital.: Acnesan†; Anti-Acne; Eucarbon;
Geroderm Zolfo†; Lenirose†; Medrol Lozione Antiacne†; Sacnel; Same-
Seb; Saugella Solido Zolfo; Troca Flu Spray Nasale; Malaysia: Acne-Aid;
Acnederm†; Clearasil Pimple Treatment; Cocois†; Egopsoryl TA; Eucar-
bon†; Neo-Medrol; Nixoderm; Sastid; Mex.: Crema Axel†; Dermac; Jabon
del Tio Nacho; Locion Axel†; Sastid; NZ: Acnederm†; Clearasil; Coco-
Scalp; Cocois†; Egopsoryl TA; Philipp.: Dermalin; Sastid; Pol.: Acne Sulf;
Bals-Sulphur; Cocois; Dermaknel; Zdroj; Port.: All Pecium†; Resodermil;
Sucadermil; Rus.: Olimetin (Олиметин)†; S.Afr.: Balsem Sulphuris; Clear-
asil T; Cuticura†; Eskamel; Haarlemensis; Neo-Medrol; Sastid; Singapore:
Acne Clear; Acne-Aid; Clearasil Pimple Treatment; Egopsoryl TA; Neo-Me-
drol; Sastid; Spain: Acnisdin; Crislaxo; Laxante Sanatorium; Moderin Ac-
ne†; Sastid†; Swed.: Sevorex; Switz.: Acne Creme; Acne Gel; Ektoselene;
Sebo-Soufrol; Soufrol TP†; Thai.: Circanetten; Neo-Medrol; Sastid; Turk.:
Eucarbon; Karboseptin; Wilkinson; UK: Actinac; Balto Foot Balm; Clearasil
Active Treatment Cream; Cocois; Eskamel; Herbheal Ointment; Meted;
Pragmatar†; Psorasolv; Sebco; Simpsons; Skin Clear; TCP; USA: Acno; Ac-
nomel; Acnotex; Avar; Aveeno Cleansing Bar; Bensulfoid; Boil Ease; Clenia;
Finac; Fostex Medicated; Fostril†; Meted; MG217 Medicated Tar-Free;
MG400; Nicosyn; Novacet; Pernox; Plexion; Rezamid; Rosac; Rosanil; Rosu-
la; Sastid; Seale’s Lotion; Sebasorb; Sebex; Sebex-T; Sebulex; Sulfacet-R; Sul-
forcin; Sulfoxyl; Sulpho-Lac; Suphera; Therac†; Zetacet; Venez.: Acnil†; Al-
deril†; Bori-Zinc†; Klenyl; Niosilin; Sastid†; Selenil.

Sulfurated Lime
Cal sulfurada; Calcium Sulphide; Calx Sulphurata; Sulfuro cálcico;
Sulphurated Lime.

Сернистый Кальций (calcium sulfide); Сульфид Кальция (cal-
cium sulfide)
CAS — 8028-82-8 (sulfurated lime solution).

Profile
Sulfurated lime is a mixture containing calcium sulfate and not
less than 50% of calcium sulfide (CaS), prepared by heating cal-
cium sulfate with carbonaceous matter. Sulfurated lime solution
(Vleminckx’s solution) is an aqueous solution containing calci-
um polysulfides and calcium thiosulfate prepared by boiling sub-
limed sulfur with calcium hydroxide in water. 
Sulfurated lime has been used topically as sulfurated lime solu-
tion for acne, scabies, seborrhoeic dermatitis, and pustular infec-
tions such as boils and carbuncles. A similar solution known as
‘lime-sulphur’ is used as a fungicide in horticulture. 
An impure grade of calcium sulfide (Hepar Sulphuris; Hepar
Sulph.) is used in homoeopathic medicine. 
NOTE. The title Hepar Sulfuris is also applied to Sulfurated Potash
(see below).
Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Multi-ingredient: Cz.: Homeovox.

Sulfurated Potash
Foie de Soufre; Hepar Sulfuris; Hígado de azufre; Kalii Sulfidum;
Liver of Sulphur; Potasa sulfurada; Potassa Sulphurata; Schwefel-
leber; Sulphurated Potash.

Серная Печень
CAS — 39365-88-3.

NOTE. The title Hepar Sulphuris is used in homoeopathic medi-
cine for an impure grade of calcium sulfide—see Sulfurated
Lime, above.
Pharmacopoeias. In US. 
USP 31 (Sulfurated Potash). A mixture composed chiefly of po-
tassium polysulfides and potassium thiosulfate, containing not
less than 12.8% of sulfur as sulfide. Irregular, liver-brown pieces
when freshly made, changing to greenish-yellow. It has an odour
of hydrogen sulfide. Soluble 1 in 2 of water, usually leaving a
slight residue. Alcohol dissolves only the sulfides. A 10% solu-
tion is light brown in colour and alkaline to litmus. Store in small,
airtight containers.

Incompatibility. Sulfurated potash is incompatible with acids.
Profile
Sulfurated potash has been used in the treatment of acne and oth-
er skin disorders usually in the form of a lotion with zinc sulfate.
Preparations
USP 31: Zinc Sulfide Topical Suspension.

Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Multi-ingredient: Austria: Leukona-Sulfomoor-Bad†.

Sulisobenzone (USAN, rINN)

Benzofenon-4; Benzophenone-4; NSC-60584; Sulisobenzona;
Sulisobenzonum. 5-Benzoyl-4-hydroxy-2-methoxybenzenesul-
phonic acid.

Сулизобензон
C14H12O6S = 308.3.
CAS — 4065-45-6.

NOTE. Escalol 577 and Uvinul MS 40 are trade names that have
been used for sulisobenzone.
Pharmacopoeias. In US. 
USP 31 (Sulisobenzone). Light tan powder. M.p. about 145°.
Freely soluble in water, in alcohol, and in methyl alcohol; spar-
ingly soluble in ethyl acetate. Store in airtight containers. Protect
from light.

Profile
Sulisobenzone, a substituted benzophenone, is a sunscreen
(p.1576) with actions similar to those of oxybenzone (p.1608). It
is effective against UVB and some UVA light (for definitions,
see p.1580).
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The symbol † denotes a preparation no longer actively marketed The symbol ⊗ denotes a substance whose use may be restricted in certain sports (see p.vii)

Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Multi-ingredient: Arg.: Nubevital BB; Nubevital Sunblock Ultra; Refrane
Plus; Braz.: Sunmax Acqua; Canad.: Hawaiian Tropic Herbal†; Chile: Hid-
rafil; Spectraban 55; Mex.: Spectraban 55; USA: Hawaiian Tropic Protec-
tive Tanning Dry.

T4 Endonuclease V
Bacteriophage T4 Endodeoxyribonuclease V; T4N5. Coliphage
T4 endodeoxyribonuclease V.
T4 Эндонуклеаза V
CAS — 52227-85-7.

Profile
T4 endonuclease V is a DNA-repair enzyme that is reported to
remove DNA damaged by UV radiation. It is under investigation
to reduce the incidence of actinic keratosis and basal cell carci-
noma in patients with xeroderma pigmentosum (see Photosensi-
tivity Disorders, p.1581).
◊ References.
1. Wolf P, et al. Topical treatment with liposomes containing T4

endonuclease V protects human skin in vivo from ultraviolet-
induced upregulation of interleukin-10 and tumor necrosis fac-
tor-α. J Invest Dermatol 2000; 114: 149–56. 

2. Yarosh D, et al. Effect of topically applied T4 endonuclease V in
liposomes on skin cancer in xeroderma pigmentosum: a ran-
domised study. Lancet 2001; 357: 926–9.

Tacalcitol (BAN, rINN)

1α,24-Dihydroxycholecalciferol; 1α,24-Dihydroxyvitamin D3; Ta-
calcitolum; Takalsitol. (+)-(5Z,7E,24R)-9,10-Secocholesta-
5,7,10(19)-triene-1α,3β,24-triol monohydrate.
Такальцитол
C27H44O3,H2O = 434.7.
CAS — 57333-96-7 (anhydrous tacalcitol); 93129-94-3
(tacalcitol monohydrate).
ATC — D05AX04.
ATC Vet — QD05AX04.

Adverse Effects and Precautions
As for Calcipotriol, p.1591. Paraesthesia may also occur. Tacal-
citol may be applied to the face, but care should be taken to avoid
the eyes. Tacalcitol may be degraded by UV radiation (see Uses
and Administration, below).
Uses and Administration
Tacalcitol is a vitamin D3 derivative, with actions and uses simi-
lar to those of calcipotriol (p.1592). 
Tacalcitol is applied topically in the management of plaque pso-
riasis (p.1583). It is used as the monohydrate, but the concentra-
tion is expressed in terms of anhydrous tacalcitol;
4.17 micrograms of tacalcitol monohydrate is equivalent to
about 4 micrograms of tacalcitol. It is applied as an ointment
containing the equivalent of tacalcitol 4 micrograms/g
(0.0004%). Applications are made once daily, preferably at bed-
time, and no more than 10 g of ointment should be applied each
day. Duration of treatment depends on the severity of the lesions;
continuous and intermittent treatments for up to 12 months have
been used. 
Tacalcitol may be degraded by UV radiation and therefore if
combined with UV therapy, the radiation should be given in the
morning and tacalcitol applied at bedtime.
◊ References.
1. Peters DC, Balfour JA. Tacalcitol. Drugs 1997; 54: 265–71. 
2. Gollnick H, Menke T. Current experience with tacalcitol oint-

ment in the treatment of psoriasis. Curr Med Res Opin 1998; 14:
213–18. 

3. Harrison PV. Topical tacalcitol treatment for psoriasis. Hosp
Med 2000; 61: 402–5. 

4. Van de Kerkhof PCM, et al. Long-term efficacy and safety of
tacalcitol ointment in patients with chronic plaque psoriasis. Br
J Dermatol 2002; 146: 414–22. 

5. Lecha M, et al. Tacalcitol in the treatment of psoriasis vulgaris:
the Spanish experience. J Eur Acad Dermatol Venereol 2005; 19:
414–17.

Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Arg.: Bonalfa†; Austria: Curatoderm; Belg.: Curatoderm; Chile: Bonalfa;
Cz.: Curatoderm; Fr.: Apsor; Ger.: Curatoderm; Hung.: Curatoderm; Is-
rael: Curatoderm; Ital.: Ticlapsor; Vellutan; Jpn: Bonalfa; Mex.: Bonalfa;
Pol.: Curatoderm; Port.: Bonalfa; Spain: Bonalfa; Switz.: Curatoderm;
UK: Curatoderm; Venez.: Bonalfa†.

Purified Talc
E553(b); Mastek; Powdered Talc; Purified French Chalk; Talc; Tal-
co (esteatita); Talco purificado; Talcum; Talcum Purificatum; Talk;
Talkas; Talkki; Talkum.

Очищенный Тальк
CAS — 14807-96-6.

Pharmacopoeias. In Chin., Eur. (see p.vii), Int., Jpn, US, and
Viet. 
Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Talc; Purified Talc BP 2008). A powdered, selected,
natural, hydrated, magnesium silicate. Pure talc has the formula
Mg3Si4O10(OH)2; it may contain varying amounts of associated
minerals. A light, homogeneous, white or almost white powder,
greasy to the touch (non-abrasive). It should be free from asbes-
tos. Practically insoluble in water, in alcohol, and in dilute solu-
tions of acids and of alkali hydroxides. 
USP 31 (Talc). A powdered, selected, natural, hydrated magne-
sium silicate. It may contain variable amounts of associated min-
erals among which chlorites (hydrated aluminium and magnesi-
um silicates), magnesite (magnesium carbonate), calcite
(calcium carbonate), and dolomite (calcium and magnesium car-
bonate) are predominant. A very fine, white or greyish-white,
unctuous crystalline powder, which adheres readily to the skin,
and is free from grittiness.

Adverse Effects and Precautions
Contamination of wounds or body cavities with talc is
liable to cause granulomas and it should not be used for
dusting surgical gloves. 
Inhalation of talc can cause respiratory irritation; pro-
longed exposure may produce pneumoconiosis. 
The most common adverse effects of talc pleurodesis
are chest pain and fever. More serious complications
that can occur include empyema, pneumonitis, dysp-
noea, hypoxaemia, pulmonary oedema, pulmonary
embolism, acute respiratory distress syndrome, and
respiratory failure. Cardiovascular complications such
as tachycardia, myocardial infarction, hypotension,
hypovolaemia, and asystolic arrest have also occurred
in patients treated with talc pleurodesis. However, the
role of talc in serious complications is not always clear
as the underlying condition of patients with malignant
pleural effusion and the procedure itself are likely to be
contributing factors. 
Talc is liable to be heavily contaminated with bacteria,
including Clostridium tetani, Cl. welchii, and Bacillus
anthracis. When used in dusting powders or to treat
pneumothorax and pleural effusions, it should be steri-
lised.
Abuse. Adverse pulmonary and ocular effects have been asso-
ciated with the presence of talc in abused substances. It may be
present as an excipient in oral medications that are crushed then
dissolved and injected, or it may have been purposely added as a
filler to the abused substance. When injected intravenously, the
insoluble talc particles can embolise in small pulmonary vessels
causing occlusion and pulmonary hypertension. The particles
may also then migrate into the pulmonary interstitium, inducing
a foreign-body reaction and fibrosis. Irregular nodules can devel-
op in the lungs, which may coalesce to form conglomerate mass-
es.1 Talc retinopathy is described as deposits of crystalline talc
embolising in the retinal microvasculature after intravenous in-
jection.2-4 Pulmonary granulomas5 and talc retinopathy6 have
also been described after nasal inhalation of abused substances
containing talc.
1. Gotway MB, et al. Thoracic complications of illicit drug use: an

organ system approach. Radiographics 2002; 22 (suppl):
S119–S135. 

2. Martidis A, et al. Talc embolism: a static retinopathy. Am J Oph-
thalmol 1997; 124: 841–3. 

3. Fraser-Bell S, Capon M. Talc retinopathy. Clin Experiment Oph-
thalmol 2002; 30: 432–3. 

4. El-Jabali F, Cohen S. Talc retinopathy. N Engl J Med 2006; 354:
e11. Available at: http://content.nejm.org/cgi/reprint/354/12/
e11.pdf (accessed 27/09/07) 

5. Johnson DC, et al. Foreign body pulmonary granulomas in an
abuser of nasally inhaled drugs. Pediatrics 1991; 88: 159–61. 

6. Kumar RL, et al. Crystalline retinopathy from nasal ingestion of
methamphetamine. Retina 2006; 26: 823–4.

Carcinogenicity. A review by a working group of the Interna-
tional Agency for Research on Cancer concluded that there was
inadequate evidence to confirm whether purified talc was carci-
nogenic in humans but there was sufficient evidence to confirm
that talc containing asbestiform fibres was carcinogenic to man.1
There have been suggestions of a link between the use of talc and
ovarian cancer2 but although a case-controlled study suggested
an approximate doubling of the risk among women after perineal
use of talc the working group noted that information was not
available on the asbestos content of the talcs.1 Further case-con-
trolled studies have also reported a positive association between
perineal talc use and ovarian cancer, although others have found
no association. A large prospective cohort study3 that included
78 630 women found little support for an association overall, al-
though from an analysis by histological subtype there appeared
to be a modest increase in the risk for serous invasive cancer. A
meta-analysis4 that included this cohort study and 15 case-con-
trolled studies did find a positive association between any expo-
sure to perineal talc and the risk of developing ovarian cancer
(relative risk 1.33; 95% confidence interval 1.16 to 1.45). How-
ever, the authors highlighted possible selection bias and con-
founding factors that may have resulted in a false-positive asso-
ciation. There was a lack of a clear dose-response relationship,
different results for hospital-based and population-based pa-
tients, and the timing of exposure to talc in relation to cancer di-
agnosis was not always known. 
An analysis of epidemiological studies in workers involved in
milling the raw mineral (not containing asbestos-like fibres)
found no evidence of an increased risk of lung cancer; there was
some evidence of an excess among miners or other industrial
workers exposed to talc, but these populations were also exposed
to other potential carcinogens.5
1. IARC/WHO. Silica and some silicates. IARC monographs on the

evaluation of the carcinogenic risk of chemicals to humans vol-
ume 42 1987. Available at: http://monographs.iarc.fr/ENG/
Monographs/vol42/volume42.pdf (accessed 27/09/07) 

2. Longo DL, Young RC. Cosmetic talc and ovarian cancer. Lancet
1979; ii: 349–51. 

3. Gertig DM, et al. Prospective study of talc use and ovarian can-
cer. J Natl Cancer Inst 2000; 92: 249–52. 

4. Huncharek M, et al. Perineal application of cosmetic talc and
risk of invasive epithelial ovarian cancer: a meta-analysis of
11,933 subjects from sixteen observational studies. Anticancer
Res 2003; 23: 1955–60. 

5. Wild P. Lung cancer risk and talc not containing asbestiform fi-
bres: a review of the epidemiological evidence. Occup Environ
Med 2006; 63: 4–9.

Effects on the lungs. Acute respiratory failure has occurred in
patients treated with talc pleurodesis, given either as a slurry or
by insufflation. In a series of 338 patients treated with insuffla-
tion, 4 developed acute respiratory failure and 3 of them died.1 In
another series2 of 78 patients who underwent 89 procedures us-
ing slurry or insufflation, respiratory complications developed
after 24 procedures including acute respiratory distress syn-
drome after 8 procedures in 7 patients of whom 1 died. In a de-
bate based on these and other reports, including some series in
which there were no respiratory complications, it was argued3

that although the risk of acute respiratory distress is small the use
of talc for pleurodesis should be abandoned in favour of other
drugs such as tetracyclines or bleomycin, or mechanical abrasion
of the pleura. The opposing view4 was that there were many pos-
sible causes for acute respiratory distress in these cases, and that
talc was still the best pleurodesis agent available. In a prospective
randomised comparison in patients with malignant pleural effu-
sion,5 respiratory complications were more common with insuf-
flation than slurry. The authors noted that the role of talc in caus-
ing acute respiratory complications of pleurodesis is unclear and
further study is needed. 
It has been suggested that acute respiratory distress syndrome af-
ter talc pleurodesis may be related to the talc particle size. There
were no such reactions in a study6 of 558 patients given large-
particle (mean size 24.5 μm) talc insufflation, and the authors
suggested that reported cases appeared to occur in countries
where talc products contained higher concentrations of small
particles (less than 5 μm). 
For other effects on the lungs, see under Abuse, above and Infant
Skin Care, below.
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Infant skin care. The routine use of non-medicated powders in
the skin care of infants can be hazardous and their use should be
discouraged.1,2 Talc acts as a pulmonary irritant and inhalation of
baby-powders by infants has caused severe respiratory difficul-
ties and several deaths have been reported. Careful respiratory
monitoring is indicated in children suspected of inhaling talcum
powder as the onset of symptoms may be delayed for several
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