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Pemphigus and pemphigoid. Mycophenolate mofetil has
been used successfully in the treatment of pemphigus and pem-
phigoid (p.1582), both with prednisolone1-3 and alone.4 In a ran-
domised, non-blinded study,5 adjuvant mycophenolate mofetil
was found to be as effective as adjuvant azathioprine; corticos-
teroid-sparing effects were similar and there was a trend towards
fewer adverse effects with mycophenolate.
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Polymyositis and dermatomyositis. Mycophenolate mofet-
il has been reported to be of benefit in refractory cases of poly-
myositis and dermatomyositis (p.1510), allowing for tapering of
corticosteroid doses.1-3 Despite benefit in 6 out of 10 patients in
another study,4 3 patients developed opportunistic infection,
which was fatal in 1 case. While acknowledging that other fac-
tors may have had a role in this, the authors advised caution in
the use of mycophenolate in dermatomyositis.
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Primary biliary cirrhosis. Despite initial reports1 of benefit
with mycophenolate mofetil in the treatment of primary biliary
cirrhosis (p.2408), a small study found no clinical benefit when
it was given to patients with incomplete responses to ursodeoxy-
cholic acid.2
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Psoriasis. Mycophenolate mofetil has proved successful in
some cases of psoriasis (p.1583) refractory to conventional ther-
apies,1-3 and topical application (as a 2% cream) has been inves-
tigated.4
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Rheumatoid arthritis. Mycophenolate mofetil has been tried
in rheumatoid arthritis (p.11); reports suggest it may effectively
suppress synovial inflammation.1
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Sarcoidosis. Mycophenolate mofetil has been used as an ad-
junct in the successful treatment of patients with mucocutaneous
sarcoidosis (p.1512)1 and neurosarcoidosis.2 It was reported to
have a significant corticosteroid-sparing effect in an adolescent
with renal involvement,3 and was effective in a case of severe,
relapsing, corticosteroid-dependent gastrointestinal sarcoidosis.4
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Scleroderma. There are reports of response to mycophenolate
in patients with scleroderma (p.1817). 
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Systemic lupus erythematosus. Mycophenolate mofetil by
mouth plus prednisolone, given for 12 months, was found to be
as effective as oral cyclophosphamide plus prednisolone, for 6
months, followed by azathioprine plus prednisolone for 6
months,1 in the treatment of Chinese patients with diffuse prolif-
erative lupus nephritis (see Systemic Lupus Erythematosus,
p.1513). However, some2,3 have cautioned about generalising
these findings to other patients since mycophenolate was com-
pared with oral and not intravenous pulsed cyclophosphamide,
which is considered the standard of care in those with diffuse
proliferative disease. Patients with poorer prognoses were also
considered to have been excluded or underrepresented in the
study, and follow-up was short. However, in a 24-week unblind-
ed study4 oral mycophenolate mofetil was more effective in in-
ducing complete remission than intermittent intravenous cyclo-
phosphamide when used as induction therapy for active lupus
nephritis and appeared to be better tolerated. Also, there have
been reports of benefit with mycophenolate mofetil in patients
with various forms of refractory lupus nephritis, including prolif-
erative disease and membranous nephropathy,5-7 and some con-
sider it a good therapeutic alternative.8,9 A review10 concluded
that limited data support induction with cyclophosphamide fol-
lowed by maintenance with azathioprine or mycophenolate; in
selected patients induction with mycophenolate is a reasonable
alternative. Meta-analyses concluded that daily oral mycopheno-
late mofetil, in average or median doses of 1 to 2 g, was more
effective than pulsed intravenous or oral cyclophosphamide,11

and that mycophenolate reduced the risk of failure to induce re-
mission during induction therapy when compared with cyclo-
phosphamide.12 However, the role of racial and ethnic differenc-
es in lupus remain poorly understood, and enrolment of varying
ethnic populations in studies can significantly affect results of
therapy.13 Furthermore, it has been pointed out that subjects in
studies included in one meta-analysis had relatively preserved re-
nal function, and results cannot be generalised to patients with
moderate to severe renal impairment and rapidly progressive
glomerulonephritis.14 While acknowledging data of mycopheno-
late use in children are limited, another review15 concluded that
from data in adults, mycophenolate is an acceptable alternative
to intravenous cyclophosphamide in the induction phase for
newly diagnosed patients with mild to moderate nephritis and
intact renal function; it may also be suitable if there is concern
about a patient’s future fertility. However, the optimal dose and
length of induction treatment with mycophenolate are still
unknown. 

Mycophenolate mofetil has been used to control extra-renal
manifestations of SLE,16,17 although it was ineffective in a small
number of patients with severe refractory cutaneous disease.18

Oral mycophenolate sodium 1.44 g daily has been reported to be
effective in the treatment of patients with subacute cutaneous lu-
pus erythematosus resistant to standard therapy.19
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Vasculitic syndromes. Mycophenolate mofetil has been tried
in a number of the vasculitic syndromes, including Churg-
Strauss syndrome (p.1501), polyarteritis nodosa and microscopic
polyangiitis (p.1510), Takayasu’s arteritis (p.1514), and Wegen-
er’s granulomatosis (p.1515).
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Reparixin (USAN, rINN)

DF-1681Y; Reparixina; Réparixine; Reparixinum; Repertaxin.
(2R)-2-[4-(2-Methylpropyl)phenyl]-N-methylsulfonylpropana-
mide.

Репариксин

C14H21NO3S = 283.4.
CAS — 266359-83-5.

Reparixin Lysine (rINNM)

Reparixin L-Lysine; Reparixina lisina; Réparixine Lysine; Reparixi-
num Lysinum; Repertaxin L-Lysine. Reparixin compound with L-
lysine (1:1); .

Репариксин Лизин

C14H21NO3S,C6H14N2O2; = 429.6.
CAS — 266359-93-7.

Profile
Reparixin is an inhibitor of interleukin-8. Reparixin and reparix-
in lysine are under investigation for the prevention of delayed
graft function in organ transplantation.
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