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The symbol † denotes a preparation no longer actively marketed The symbol ⊗ denotes a substance whose use may be restricted in certain sports (see p.vii)

Ingrowing toenails. Liquefied phenol (88%) ablation has been
performed as an alternative to surgical avulsion in the treatment
of ingrowing toenails.1,2 A systematic review3 concluded that
simple nail avulsion combined with treating the nail-bed with
phenol was more effective at preventing symptomatic recurrence
of ingrowing toenails than cutting out the nail-bed. However,
there was a significant increase in postoperative infections when
phenol was used.
1. Bostanci S, et al. Chemical matricectomy with phenol for the

treatment of ingrowing toenail: a review of the literature and fol-
low-up of 172 treated patients. Acta Derm Venereol 2001; 81:
181–3. 

2. Andreassi A, et al. Segmental phenolization for the treatment of
ingrowing toenails: a review of 6 years experience. J Dermatol
Treat 2004; 15: 179–81. 

3. Rounding C, Bloomfield S. Surgical treatments for ingrowing
toenails. Available in The Cochrane Database of Systematic Re-
views; Issue 1. Chichester: John Wiley; 2003 (accessed
15/03/06).

Pain. The neurolytic use of phenol to produce destructive nerve
block (see under Pain, p.1852) has produced variable results, and
some consider the risk of complications outweighs the benefits.
However, it may have the advantage over alcohol that it is pain-
less on injection, and smaller volumes can be used, potentially
allowing greater precision (see p.1627).
Urinary incontinence. Although injection of phenol into the
pelvic plexus to produce partial denervation has been used in the
management of severe intractable urge incontinence, its use has
been largely abandoned. Some patients, especially those with de-
trusor hyperreflexia, have derived benefit1,2 but overall efficacy
can be poor and benefits short-lived.3
1. Ewing R, et al. Subtrigonal phenol injection therapy for inconti-

nence in female patients with multiple sclerosis. Lancet 1983; i:
1304–5. 

2. Blackford HN, et al. Results of transvesical infiltration of the
pelvic plexuses with phenol in 116 patients. Br J Urol 1984; 56:
647–9. 

3. Rosenbaum TP, et al. Trans-trigonal phenol failed the test of
time. Br J Urol 1990; 66: 164–9.

Preparations
BP 2008: Aqueous Phenol Injection; Liquefied Phenol; Oily Phenol Injec-
tion; Phenol and Glycerol Injection; 
BPC 1973: Magenta Paint; 
USP 31: Camphorated Phenol Topical Gel; Carbol-Fuchsin Topical Solu-
tion; Liquefied Phenol; Phenolated Calamine Topical Suspension.
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Austral.: Summers Eve Disposable†; Canad.: Chloraseptic Spray; P & S;
Chile: Metapio; S.Afr.: Medi-Keel A; SB Aurico Ear Drops; Septosol; Thai.:
Pose-Cresol; UK: Ultra Chloraseptic; USA: Cheracol Sore Throat; Chlo-
raseptic Kids Sore Throat Spray; Chloraseptic Sore Throat; Green Throat
Spray; P & S; Phenaseptic; Red Throat Spray; Triaminic Sore Throat Spray;
Ulcerease.
Multi-ingredient: Arg.: Aceite Esmeralda Moone; Callicida; Dermithan;
Manzan; Piracalamina; Prurisedan; Prurisedan Rosa; Austral.: Ayrton’s Chil-
blain; Calamine Lotion; Egopsoryl TA; Nyal Toothache Drops; Sarna; Aus-
tria: Herposicc; Belg.: Eucalyptine Pholcodine; Sedemol; Sulfa-Sedemol;
Braz.: Algidente†; Cloraseptic; Dentisan; Otoloide; Pradente†; Timpanol†;
Um Instante†; Usedent†; Canad.: Anbesol Maximum Strength; Blistex
DCT Lip Balm; Blistex Lip Medex; Blistex Medicated Lip Conditioner Jar†;
Blistex Medicated Lip Ointment; Boil Ease†; Cepastat; Chapstick Medicated
Lip Balm†; Lip Medex†; Mecca; Ozonol; Phenoris; Chile: Blistex; Chapstick
Medicated; Fr.: Brulex; Hong Kong: Blistex Lip Ointment†; Cepastat;
Doans†; Egopsoryl TA; Hung.: Reparon; Ital.: Creosoto Composto; Dia-
ril†; Eso Din; Fucsina Fenica; Lavanda Sofar; Ondroly-A†; Pinselina Knapp;
Malaysia: Egopsoryl TA; Sarna; Mex.: Forcremol; Neth.: Agre-Gola; NZ:
Egopsoryl TA; Toothache Drops†; Philipp.: Calmoseptine; Sarna; Pol.: Pig-
mentum Castellani; Port.: Calicida Indiano; S.Afr.: Alpha Toothache Es-
sence; Biohist; Blistex; Calasthetic; Cuticura†; Germolene; Lacto Calamine†;
Prep; SB Universal Ointment; TCP; Singapore: Cepastat; Egopsoryl TA;
Sarna; Spain: Argentofenol†; Carbocaina†; Dermomycose Liquido;
Odontocromil c Sulfamida†; Otocerum; Otogen Calmante; Sabanotropico;
Switz.: Caustinerf forte†; Thai.: Con Con; Lanol; Sarna; Zema; Turk.: Disi-
nol; UK: Blistex Relief Cream; Chymol; Colsor; Dermacreme; Germolene;
Lacto Calamine; TCP; USA: Anbesol; Blistex; Blistex Lip Balm; Boil Ease;
Campho-Phenique; Castaderm; Cepastat; Cepastat Cherry; Chapstick
Medicated Lip Balm; Columbia Antiseptic Powder; Debacterol; Heal Aid
Plus; Lip Medex; Lipmagik; Massengill; Mycinette; Nasal Jelly; Orabase Lip;
Orasol; Phylorinol; Skeeter Stik; Sting-Eze; Unguentine; Unguentine Plus.

Phenoxyethanol
Ethylene Glycol 2-Monophenyl Ether; Ethyleneglycol Monophe-
nylether; Fenoksietanoli; Fenoksietanolis; Fenoksyetanol; Fenoxi-
etanol; Fenoxyethanol; Phenoxyaethanol; Phénoxyéthanol; Phe-
noxyethanolum; β-Phenoxyethyl Alcohol; 2-Phenoxyethyl Alco-
hol. 2-Phenoxyethanol.
C8H10O2 = 138.2.
CAS — 122-99-6.

Pharmacopoeias. In Eur. (see p.vii). Also in USNF. 
Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Phenoxyethanol). A colourless slightly viscous
liquid. Slightly soluble in water, in arachis oil and in olive oil;
miscible with alcohol, with acetone, and with glycerol. 
USNF 26 (Phenoxyethanol). A colourless, slightly viscous liq-
uid. Specific gravity 1.105 to 1.110 at 20°. Slightly soluble in

water; miscible with alcohol, with acetone, and with glycerol;
slightly soluble in arachis oil and in olive oil. Store in a dry place,
in airtight containers at a temperature of 8° to 15°. Protect from
light.

Incompatibility. The activity of phenoxyethanol may be re-
duced by interaction with nonionic surfactants and possibly by
adsorption onto PVC.

Profile
Phenoxyethanol is effective against strains of Pseudomonas aer-
uginosa but less so against other Gram-negative and Gram-pos-
itive bacteria. It has been used as a preservative in cosmetics and
topical pharmaceuticals at a concentration of 0.5 to 1%. It is often
used with other preservatives, commonly hydroxybenzoates, to
obtain a wider spectrum of antimicrobial activity. 
Phenoxyethanol is used in concentrations of about 2% as an an-
tiseptic for minor infections of skin, wounds, and mucous mem-
branes. Aqueous solutions may be prepared by shaking the phe-
noxyethanol with hot water until dissolved, then adjusting to
final volume when cool. Preparation of the solution can be aided
by propylene glycol. 
Phenoxypropanol and chlorophenoxyethanol are related com-
pounds used in topical preparations.

Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Singapore: Acnederm Wash; UK: Biactol Liquid.

Multi-ingredient: Arg.: Cicatul; Polviderm NF; Austral.: Acnederm
Foaming Wash; Acnederm Medicated; Austria: Octenisept; Chile: Eucerin
Piel Grasa; Fr.: Alco-Aloe; Manugel; Ger.: Gigasept Med†; Lysetol Med†;
Octenisept; Gr.: Octenisept; Ital.: Decon Ovuli; Fitostimoline; Malaysia:
Acnederm Foaming Wash; Acnederm Lotion; Mex.: Fitoestimulina; Italder-
mol; NZ: Acnederm; Acnederm Foaming Wash; Singapore: Acnederm;
Switz.: Ederphyt†; Octenisept; USA: Bodi Kleen; Venez.: Glizigen; Photo-
derm AKN.

Phenoxyisopropanol
Fenoxiisopropanol; Phenoxyisopropyl Alcohol. 1-phenoxypro-
pan-2-ol.
C9H12O2 = 152.2.
CAS — 770-35-4.

Profile
Phenoxyisopropanol is used as a preservative and as an antiseptic
in preparations for the treatment of acne, insect bites, and minor
abrasions to the skin.

Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Austral.: Clearasil Daily Face Wash.

Phenylmercuric Salts
Fenilmercurio, sales.

Phenylmercuric Acetate
Fenilgyvsidabrio acetatas; Fenil-higany-acetát; Fenilmercurio, ace-
tato de; Fenylhydrargyriumacetát; Fenylkvicksilveracetat; Feny-
lortęciowy octan; Fenyylimerkuriasetaatti; Phenylhydrargyni ace-
tas; Phenylhydrargyri Acetas; Phénylmercure, acétate de; PMA.
(Acetato)phenylmercury.
C8H8HgO2 = 336.7.
CAS — 62-38-4.

Pharmacopoeias. In Eur. (see p.vii). Also in USNF. 
Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Phenylmercuric Acetate). A white or yellowish
crystalline powder or small, colourless crystals. Slightly soluble
in water; soluble in alcohol and in acetone. Protect from light. 
USNF 26 (Phenylmercuric Acetate). A white to creamy-white,
odourless, crystalline powder or small white prisms or leaflets.
Soluble 1 in 180 of water, 1 in 225 of alcohol, 1 in 6.8 of chloro-
form, and 1 in 200 of ether; soluble in acetone. Store in airtight
containers. Protect from light.

Incompatibility. The incompatibilities of phenylmercuric salts
are described under Phenylmercuric Nitrate, below.

Phenylmercuric Borate (rINN)

Borato de fenilmercurio; Fenilgyvsidabrio boratas; Fenil-higany-
borát; Fenylhydrargyriumborát; Fenylkvicksilverborat; Fenylortę-
ciowy boran; Fenyylimerkuriboraatti; Hydrargyrum Phenylobori-
cum; Phenomerborum; Phenylhydrargyri boras; Phénylmercure,
borate de.
Фенилмеркурборат
C6H5HgOH,C6H5HgOB(OH)2 = 633.2 or C6H5HgOH,
C6H5HgBO2 = 615.2.
CAS — 8017-88-7 (C12H13BHg2O4); 6273-99-0
(C12H11BHg2O3); 102-98-7 (C6H7BHgO3).
ATC — D08AK02.
ATC Vet — QD08AK02.

Pharmacopoeias. In Eur. (see p.vii). 
Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Phenylmercuric Borate). A compound consisting
of equimolecular proportions of phenylmercuric orthoborate and
phenylmercuric hydroxide (C12H13BHg2O4) or of the dehydrated
form (metaborate, C12H11BHg2O3) or a mixture of the two com-
pounds. Colourless shiny crystals or a white or slightly yellowish
crystalline powder. Slightly soluble in water and in alcohol. Pro-
tect from light.
Incompatibility. The incompatibilities of phenylmercuric salts
are described under Phenylmercuric Nitrate, below.

Phenylmercuric Nitrate
Basic Phenylmercury Nitrate; Fenilgyvsidabrio nitratas; Fenil-higa-
ny-nitrát; Fenilmercurio, nitrato de; Fenylhydrargyriumnitrát; Fe-
nylkvicksilvernitrat; Fenylortęci(II) azotan; Fenyylimerkurinitraatti;
Phenylhydrargyri nitras; Phénylmercure, nitrate de; PMN. Nitrat-
ophenylmercury.
C6H5HgOH,C6H5HgNO3 = 634.4.
CAS — 8003-05-2 (C6H5HgOH,C6H5HgNO3); 55-68-5
(C6H5HgNO3).
ATC — D09AA04.
ATC Vet — QD09AA04.

(C6H5HgOH,C6H5HgNO3)

Pharmacopoeias. In Eur. (see p.vii) and Int. Also in USNF. 
Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Phenylmercuric Nitrate). A mixture of phenylmer-
curic nitrate and phenylmercuric hydroxide. A white or pale yel-
low powder. Very slightly soluble in water and in alcohol; slight-
ly soluble in hot water; dissolves in glycerol and in fatty oils.
Protect from light. 
USNF 26 (Phenylmercuric Nitrate). A mixture of phenylmercu-
ric nitrate and phenylmercuric hydroxide. A white crystalline
powder. Soluble 1 in 600 of water; slightly soluble in alcohol and
in glycerol; more soluble in the presence of nitric acid or alkali
hydroxides. A saturated solution in water is acid to litmus. Store
in airtight containers. Protect from light.
Incompatibility. The activity of phenylmercuric salts may be
reduced by interaction with compounds such as kaolin, magnesi-
um trisilicate, starch, and talc.1,2 Disodium edetate and sodium
thiosulfate can also produce inactivation.3 Sodium metabisulfite
can lead to precipitation,3 or chemical destruction,4 but it can also
produce increased activity.3 Other incompatibilities include bro-
mides, iodides (chlorides to a lesser extent), metals, and ammo-
nia and its salts.5 There can be adsorption onto rubber and some
plastics5,6 although sorption by low density polyethylene can be
inhibited by phosphate ions.7 Some filters, though not membrane
filters, used for sterilisation removed considerable amounts of
phenylmercuric nitrate from solution.8 The pH may also affect
activity.9
1. Yousef RT, et al. Effect of some pharmaceutical materials on the

bactericidal activities of preservatives. Can J Pharm Sci 1973; 8:
54–6. 

2. Horn NR, et al. Interactions between powder suspensions and
selected quaternary ammonium and organomercurial preserva-
tives. Cosmet Toilet 1980; 95: 69–73. 

3. Richards RME, Reary JME. Changes in antibacterial activity of
thiomersal and PMN on autoclaving with certain adjuvants. J
Pharm Pharmacol 1972; 24 (suppl): 84P–89P. 

4. Collins AJ, et al. Incompatibility of phenylmercuric acetate with
sodium metabisulphite in eye drop formulations. J Pharm Phar-
macol 1985; 37 (suppl): 123P. 
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5. Hepburn SE. Phenylmercuric nitrate. In: Rowe RC, et al. eds.

Handbook of pharmaceutical excipients. 5th ed. London and
Chicago: The Pharmaceutical Press and the American Pharma-
ceutical Association, 2006: 526–9. 

6. Aspinall JA, et al. The effect of low density polyethylene con-
tainers on some hospital-manufactured eyedrop formulations. J
Clin Hosp Pharm 1980; 5: 21–9. 

7. Aspinall JE, et al. The effect of low density polyethylene con-
tainers on some hospital-manufactured eyedrop formulations II.
Inhibition of the sorption of phenylmercuric acetate. J Clin Hosp
Pharm 1983; 8: 233–40. 

8. Naido NT, et al. Preservative loss from ophthalmic solutions
during filtration sterilisation. Aust J Pharm Sci 1972; NS1:
16–18. 

9. Wessels JMC, Adema DMM. Some data on the relationship be-
tween fungicidal protection and pH. In: Walters AH, Elphick JJ,
eds. Biodeterioration of materials. Amsterdam: Elsevier, 1968:
517–23.

Adverse Effects and Precautions
While the adverse effects of inorganic mercury
(p.2341) should be taken into account when consider-
ing the adverse effects of phenylmercuric compounds,
there is little evidence of systemic toxicity arising from
their use. They are irritant to the skin and may give rise
to erythema and blistering. Hypersensitivity reactions
have been reported. Topical application to eyes has
been associated with mercurialentis and atypical band
keratopathy; prolonged use of eye drops containing
phenylmercuric preservatives is not recommended.
Effects on the eyes. References to primary atypical band
keratopathy and pigmentation of the anterior capsule of the lens
(mercurialentis) associated with the prolonged use of eye drops
containing phenylmercuric preservative.
1. Kennedy RE, et al. Further observations on atypical band kerat-

opathy in glaucoma patients. Trans Am Ophthalmol Soc 1974;
72: 107–22. 

2. Garron LK, et al. A clinical pathologic study of mercurialentis
medicamentosus. Trans Am Ophthalmol Soc 1976; 74: 295–320. 

3. Brazier DJ, Hitchings RA. Atypical band keratopathy following
long-term pilocarpine treatment. Br J Ophthalmol 1989; 73:
294–6.

Uses
Phenylmercuric salts have antibacterial and antifungal
properties. They are primarily bacteriostatic com-
pounds although they also have a slow bactericidal ac-
tion. Their activity has been reported to be pH depend-
ent. 
Phenylmercuric compounds are used as preservatives
in cosmetic, ophthalmic, or pharmaceutical prepara-
tions and as antiseptics. They have also been used as
spermicides. 
As a preservative in eye drops, a concentration of
0.002% is usually used; in injection solutions, the con-
centration is usually 0.001%.
Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Multi-ingredient: Austria: Panto Liquid; USA: Hem-Prep.

o-Phthaldialdehyde
o-Ftaldialdehído; o-Phthalaldehyde. 1,2-Benzenedicarboxalde-
hyde.
C8H6O2 = 134.1.
CAS — 643-79-8.

Adverse Effects and Precautions
As for Formaldehyde Solution, p.1644. 
The manufacturer warns that o-phthaldialdehyde should not be
used to process equipment used to treat patients with a history of
bladder cancer as there have been associated rare reports of ana-
phylactoid reactions in such patients.
Occupational exposure. For mention of the potential of o-
phthaldialdehyde to cause sensitisation in those occupationally
exposed, see under Peracetic Acid, p.1655.
Uses and Administration
o-Phthaldialdehyde is a bactericidal disinfectant with similar ac-
tions to those of glutaral (p.1645) but it is reported to be more

active against mycobacteria and to be stable at a wider pH range
of 3 to 9. Unlike glutaral it requires no activation before use. 
A 0.55% aqueous solution of o-phthaldialdehyde is used for
high-level disinfection of medical equipment that cannot be ster-
ilised by heat. It is non-corrosive towards most materials. Com-
plete immersion in the solution for a minimum of 12 minutes at
20° or 5 minutes at 25° or higher is recommended. For further
details, see Disinfection of Endoscopes, p.1623.
◊ References.
1. Cooke RPD, et al. An evaluation of Cidex OPA (0.55% ortho-

phthalaldehyde) as an alternative to 2% glutaraldehyde for high-
level disinfection of endoscopes. J Hosp Infect 2003; 54:
226–31.

Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Fr.: Cidex OPA†; Ger.: Cidex OPA; USA: Cidex OPA.

Picloxydine Dihydrochloride (BANM, rINNM)

Dihidrocloruro de picloxidina; Picloxydine, Dichlorhydrate de;
Picloxydini Dihydrochloridum. 1,1′-[Piperazine-1,4-diylbis(form-
imidoyl)]bis[3-(4-chlorophenyl)guanidine] dihydrochloride.
Пиклоксидина Дигидрохлорид
C20H24Cl2N10,2HCl = 548.3.
CAS — 5636-92-0 (picloxydine); 19803-62-4 (picloxydine
dihydrochloride).
ATC — S01AX16.
ATC Vet — QS01AX16.

(picloxydine)

Profile
Picloxydine is a biguanide disinfectant with properties similar to
those of chlorhexidine (p.1635). It is used in eye drops contain-
ing 0.05% of the dihydrochloride for the treatment of superficial
infections of the eye. It has also been used as a surface disinfect-
ant with quaternary ammonium compounds.
Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Fr.: Vitabact; Hung.: Vitabact†; Rus.: Vitabact (Витабакт); Switz.: Vita-
bact†.

Polihexanide (BAN, rINN)

ICI-9073; Polihexanida; Polihexanidum; Polyhexamethylene
Biguanide Hydrochloride; Polyhexanide. Poly(1-hexamethyl-
enebiguanide hydrochloride).
Полигексанид
(C8H17N5,HCl)n.
CAS — 32289-58-0.
ATC — D08AC05.
ATC Vet — QD08AC05.

Profile
Polihexanide has antibacterial and antiamoebic activity. It is used
as a surface disinfectant and for disinfecting soft contact lenses
(p.1622). It is also used in the treatment of Acanthamoeba kera-
titis (p.822) and has also been tried as a mouthwash in dental
care.
Bacterial vaginosis. A study1 of the efficacy of a 2% polihex-
anide vaginal gel in the treatment of bacterial vaginosis found
that a single application was comparable to that of a 2% clin-
damycin gel applied once daily for 7 consecutive days.
1. Gerli S, et al. A new approach for the treatment of bacterial vagi-

nosis: use of polyhexamethylene biguanide: a prospective, rand-
omized study. Eur Rev Med Pharmacol Sci 2003; 7: 127–30.

Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Rus.: Lavasept (Лавасепт); Switz.: Lavasept.

Multi-ingredient: Fr.: Aniospray 29; Hexanios G+R; Ger.: Teta Extra;
Teta-S.

Polynoxylin (BAN, rINN)

Polinoxilina; Polynoksyliini; Polynoxyline; Polynoxylinum. Po-
ly{[bis(hydroxymethyl)ureylene]methylene}.
Полиноксилин
(C4H8N2O3)n.
CAS — 9011-05-6.
ATC — A01AB05; D01AE05.
ATC Vet — QA01AB05; QD01AE05.

Profile
Polynoxylin is a condensation product of formaldehyde and
urea. It is an antiseptic with antibacterial and antifungal actions
and, like noxytiolin (p.1654), may act by the release of formalde-
hyde. It is used topically for the local treatment of minor infec-
tions, usually at a concentration of 10%.
Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Hung.: Anaflex†; NZ: Ponoxylan†; Singapore: Anaflex; UK: Anaflex.

Potassium Nitrate ⊗ 
Dusičnan draselný; E252; Kalii nitras; Kalio nitratas; Kalium Nitri-
cum; Kaliumnitraatti; Kaliumnitrat; Kálium-nitrát; Nitrato potásico;
Nitre; Potassium, nitrate de; Potasu azotan; Saltpetre.
KNO3 = 101.1.
CAS — 7757-79-1.
Pharmacopoeias. In Eur. (see p.vii) and US. 
Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Potassium Nitrate). Colourless crystals or a white
or almost white, crystalline powder. Freely soluble in water; very
soluble in boiling water; practically insoluble in alcohol. 
USP 31 (Potassium Nitrate). Colourless crystals or a white crys-
talline powder. Freely soluble in water; very soluble in boiling
water; practically insoluble in alcohol; soluble in glycerol. Store
in airtight containers.
Nomenclature. The name saltpetre has been used as a generic
term for a number of potassium- and sodium-based preservatives
used in food manufacture. For a report of poisoning when a mix-
ture of sodium nitrate and sodium nitrite was supplied for saltpe-
tre, see p.1662.
Adverse Effects and Precautions
After ingestion potassium nitrate may be reduced to nitrite in the
gastrointestinal tract by the action of bacteria and ingestion of
large amounts can therefore cause methaemoglobinaemia. Gas-
trointestinal disturbances, vertigo, headache, flushing of the skin,
hypotension, irregular pulse, cyanosis, convulsions, and collapse
may occur. The toxic dose varies greatly; 15 g may prove fatal
but much larger doses have been taken without serious effects.
Poisoning has frequently been reported in infants given water
from wells contaminated with nitrates. 
Nitrites are precursors of nitrosamines, which are animal carcin-
ogens, but a relationship with human cancer has not been estab-
lished. 
Concern has been expressed regarding the concentrations of
nitrates and nitrites in the public drinking water supply. National
limits are often set for permissible concentrations in drinking wa-
ter.
Handling. Potassium nitrate has been used for the illicit prepa-
ration of explosives or fireworks; care is required with its supply.
Uses and Administration
Potassium nitrate is used as a preservative in foods. It is also in-
cluded in dentrifices to reduce the pain of hypersensitive teeth.
When taken by mouth in dilute solution, it acts as a diuretic and
was formerly used for this purpose.
Preparations
USP 31: Potassium Nitrate Solution.

Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Chile: Crowne; USA: Denquel; Original Sensodyne.
Multi-ingredient: Arg.: Esmedent Dientes Sens Blanq + Ctrol Sarro; Es-
medent Dientes Sensibles; Fluorogel 2001 para Dientes Sensibles; Hyper
Sensitive; Oral-B Dientes Sensibles con Fluor†; Sebulex; Sens-Out†; Sen-
sigel; Sensodyne Antisarro; Sensodyne Bicarbonato de Sodio; Sensodyne
Proteccion Total; Sensodyne-F; Austral.: Oral-B Sensitive†; Braz.: Mal-
vatricin Dentes Sensiveis; Pilulas De Witt’s†; Sensodyne Antitartaro; Senso-
dyne C/Bicarbonato de Sodio; Sensodyne Cool; Sensodyne Fresh Mint;
Sensodyne Protecao Total; Sensodyne-F; Canad.: Oral-B Sensitive†; Sen-
sodyne-F; Chile: Sensaid; Sensilacer†; Fr.: Emoform Dents Sensibles; Emo-
form Gencives; Fluocaril dents sensibles; Sensigel; Ital.: Actisens†; Beno-
dent Gel Gengivale†; Dentosan Sensibile; Emoform Actisens†; Fluocaril;
Oral-B Sensitive; Mex.: Dentsiblen; Port.: Biofluor Sensitive†; Rus.: Sen-
sigel (Сенсигель); Singapore: 2Sensitive†; Sensigel; Turk.: Sensodyne-F
Gel; UK: Avoca; USA: Fluoridex Daily Defense Sensitivity Relief; Sensitivity
Protection Crest; Sensodyne-F; Venez.: Sensident†; Sensodyne.
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