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The symbol † denotes a preparation no longer actively marketed The symbol ⊗ denotes a substance whose use may be restricted in certain sports (see p.vii)
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mia type I on NTBC. J Inherit Metab Dis 2003; 26: 13–16. 

4. Joshi SN, Venugopalan P. Experience with NTBC therapy in he-
reditary tyrosinaemia type I: an alternative to liver transplanta-
tion. Ann Trop Paediatr 2004; 24: 259–65. 

5. Suwannarat P, et al. Use of nitisinone in patients with alkapton-
uria. Metabolism 2005; 54: 719–28. 

6. McKiernan PJ. Nitisinone in the treatment of hereditary tyrosi-
naemia type 1. Drugs 2006; 66: 743–50.

Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Belg.: Orfadin; Cz.: Orfadin; Denm.: Orfadin; Fin.: Orfadin; Fr.: Orfadin;
Ger.: Orfadin; Neth.: Orfadin; Port.: Orfadin; Spain: Orfadin; Swed.: Or-
fadin; USA: Orfadin.

Nitric Acid
Acide nitrique; Acidum nitricum; Acidum Nitricum 70%; Aqua
Fortis; Azotic Acid; Kwas azotowy; Kyselina dusičná 70%; Nit. Ac-
id; Nitrato ru

_
gštis; Nítrico, ácido; Salétromsav; Salpetersäure;

Salpetersyra; Typpihappo.
HNO3 = 63.01.
CAS — 7697-37-2.

Pharmacopoeias. In Eur. (see p.vii) (68 to 70%). Also in
USNF (69 to 71%). 
Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Nitric Acid). A clear, colourless to almost colour-
less liquid. Miscible with water. It contains 68.0 to 70.0% w/w of
HNO3. Protect from light. 
USNF 26 (Nitric Acid). A highly corrosive fuming liquid, hav-
ing a characteristic, highly irritating odour. It contains 69.0 to
71.0% w/w of HNO3. Store in airtight containers.

Adverse Effects and Treatment
As for Hydrochloric Acid, p.2322. 
There may be methaemoglobinaemia. Nitric acid stains the skin
yellow.

Effects on the respiratory system. Respiratory failure due
to pulmonary oedema occurred in a 56-year-old man after inhal-
ing nitric acid which he had used as a metal cleaner.1 The man
died despite extensive ventilatory support.
1. Bur A, et al. Fatal pulmonary edema after nitric acid inhalation.

Resuscitation 1997; 35: 33–6.

Uses and Administration
Nitric acid has a powerful corrosive action and has been used to
remove warts (p.1584), but it should be applied with caution, and
less corrosive substances are available. It has also been used for
the removal of tattoos.
Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Multi-ingredient: Cz.: Solcogyn†; Ger.: Solco-Derman; Hong Kong:
Solcoderm; Malaysia: Solcoderm†; Pol.: Solcogyn; Rus.: Solcoderm
(Солкодерм); Solcovagin (Солковагин); Switz.: Solcoderm; Solcogyn.

Nitrobenzene
Aceite de mirbana; Nitrobenceno; Nitrobenzen; Nitrobenzol;
Oil of Mirbane.
C6H5NO2 = 123.1.
CAS — 98-95-3.

Adverse Effects
Nitrobenzene is highly toxic and the ingestion of 1 g may be fa-
tal. Poisoning may occur from absorption through the skin, by
inhalation, or by ingestion. Toxic effects are usually delayed for
several hours and may include nausea, prostration, burning head-
ache, methaemoglobinaemia with cyanosis, haemolytic anae-
mia, vomiting (with characteristic odour), convulsions, and co-
ma, ending in death after a few hours.

Treatment of Adverse Effects
Although the benefit of gastric decontamination following inges-
tion of nitrobenzene is uncertain, gastric lavage or activated char-
coal may be considered if given within 1 hour of ingestion.
Methaemoglobinaemia may be treated with methylthioninium
chloride. Oxygen should be given if cyanosis is severe. 

If the skin or eyes are splashed with nitrobenzene, contaminated
clothing should be removed immediately and the affected areas
washed thoroughly with water at room temperature for at least 15
minutes.
Uses
Nitrobenzene is used in the manufacture of aniline, as a preserv-
ative in polishes, and in perfumery and soaps.

Nix-0699
Hemoxin; Nicosan; Niprisan.

Profile
Nix-0699 is an extract of the leaf of Sorghum bicolor (sorghum),
the stem of Pterocarpus osun  (camwood), the seed of Piper
guineense (Ashanti or Benin pepper), and the flower of Syzygium
aromaticum; Eugenia caryophyllus (clove). It is being investi-
gated in the treatment of sickle-cell disease.
◊ Reviews.
1. Cordeiro NJV, Oniyangi O. Phytomedicines (medicines derived

from plants) for sickle cell disease. Available in The Cochrane
Database of Systematic Reviews; Issue 3. Chichester: John Wi-
ley; 2004 (accessed 19/08/08).

Nucleic Acid
Acide Zymonucléique; Acidum Nucleicum; Nucleico, ácido; Nu-
cleinic Acid.
Нуклеиновая Кислота

Profile
Nucleic acids, which are present in all cellular organisms and vi-
ruses, are composed of high molecular weight polynucleotides.
A nucleotide is a phosphate ester of a nucleoside, which is made
up of either a purine or pyrimidine nitrogenous base attached to
a pentose sugar by an N-glycosidic linkage. Diester phosphate
linkages between the sugar moieties produce a polynucleotide
strand. Nucleic acids are of two types: deoxyribonucleic acid
(DNA) (p.2293) and ribonucleic acid (RNA) (p.2379). Synthetic
or recombinant nucleic acids are used in gene therapy (p.2310). 
Since the administration of nucleic acid gives rise to a marked
temporary leucocytosis (usually preceded by a short period of
leucopenia) it was formerly given in the treatment of a variety of
bacterial infections in the hope of enhancing the natural defence
mechanisms. Its therapeutic value, however, has never been es-
tablished.
Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
India: Nulip.

Nutmeg
Muscade; Myristica; Noz Moscada; Nuez moscada; Nux Mos-
chata.

Description. Nutmeg consists of the dried kernels of the seeds
of Myristica fragrans (Myristicaceae), containing not less than
5% v/w of volatile oil; the powdered drug contains not less than
4% v/w. Mace (see Mace Oil, p.2336) is the dried arillus of the
seed of M. fragrans.
Pharmacopoeias. In Chin.
Adverse Effects
Nutmeg, taken in large doses, may cause nausea and vomiting,
flushing, dry mouth, tachycardia, stimulation of the CNS possi-
bly with epileptiform convulsions, miosis or occasionally my-
driasis, euphoria, and hallucinations. Myristicin and elimicin are
thought to be the constituents responsible for the psychotic ef-
fects of nutmeg, possibly because of metabolism to amfetamine-
like compounds.
◊ Some references to the adverse effects of nutmeg.
1. Panayotopoulos DJ, Chisholm DD. Hallucinogenic effect of nut-

meg. BMJ 1970; 1: 754. 
2. Venables GS, et al. Nutmeg poisoning. BMJ 1976; 1: 96. 
3. Dietz WH, Stuart MJ. Nutmeg and prostaglandins. N Engl J Med

1976; 294: 503. 
4. Faguet RA, Rowland KF. "Spice cabinet" intoxication. Am J Psy-

chiatry 1978; 135: 860–1. 
5. Abernethy MK, Becker LB. Acute nutmeg intoxication. Am J

Emerg Med 1992; 10: 429–30. 
6. Brenner N, et al. Chronic nutmeg psychosis. J R Soc Med 1993;

86: 179–80. 
7. Quin GI, et al. Nutmeg intoxication. J Accid Emerg Med 1998;

15: 287–8. 
8. Sangalli BC, Chiang W. Toxicology of nutmeg abuse. J Toxicol

Clin Toxicol 2000; 38: 671–8. 
9. Stein U, et al. Nutmeg (myristicin) poisoning—report on a fatal

case and a series of cases recorded by a poison information cen-
tre. Forensic Sci Int 2001; 118: 87–90.

Uses and Administration
Nutmeg is the source of nutmeg oil (below). It is aromatic and
carminative and is used as a flavour. Nutmeg has been reported
to inhibit prostaglandin synthesis. 
Homoeopathy. Nutmeg has been used in homoeopathic med-
icines under the following names: Myristica fragrans; Nux mos-
chata; Nux. mos.

Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Multi-ingredient: Austria: Mariazeller; Braz.: Paratonico; Cz.: Dr The-
iss Schwedenbitter; Klosterfrau Melisana; Naturland Grosser Swedenbit-
ter†; Original Schwedenbitter; Ger.: Doppelherz Melissengeist†; Melissen-
geist; Pol.: Melisana Klosterfrau; Rus.: Doppelherz Melissa (Доппельгерц
Мелисса); Fitovit (Фитовит); Himcolin (Химколин); Original Grosser Bit-
tner Balsam (Оригинальный Большой Бальзам Биттнера); S.Afr.: Ent-
ressdruppels HM; Melissengeist; Rooilavental; Spiritus Contra Tussim Drops;
Spain: Agua del Carmen; Switz.: Alcoolat de Melisse†; UK: Melissa
Comp..

Nutmeg Oil
Átherisches Muskatöl; Esencia de Nuez Moscada; Essence de
Muscade; Essência de Moscada; Muškátovníková silice;
Muskatų eterinis aliejus; Muskotolja; Muskottiöljy; Myristica Oil;
Myristicae Etheroleum; Myristicae fragrantis aetheroleum; Noix
muscade, huile essentielle de; Nuez moscada, aceite esencial de;
Oleum Myristicae; Szerecsendióolaj.

Pharmacopoeias. In Eur. (see p.vii). 
Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Nutmeg Oil). The oil obtained by steam distilla-
tion of the dried and crushed kernels of Myristica fragrans. A
colourless to pale yellow liquid with a spicy odour. Store in well-
filled, airtight containers. Protect from light and heat.
Profile
Nutmeg oil is aromatic and carminative and is used as a flavour.
Nutmeg oil and expressed nutmeg oil, a solid fat, are rubefacient.
Nutmeg oil is also used in aromatherapy.
Preparations
BP 2008: Aromatic Ammonia Spirit.

Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Multi-ingredient: Austral.: Vicks Vaporub; Austria: Emser Nasensalbe;
Expectal-Balsam; Pe-Ce; Wick Vaporub; Belg.: Vicks Vaporub; Braz.: Vick
Vaporub; Canad.: Vaporizing Ointment; Chile: Agua Melisa Carminativa;
Fr.: Vegebom; Vicks Vaporub; Ger.: Emser Nasensalbe N†; esto-gast; NZ:
Vicks Vaporub; Pol.: Argol Essenza Balsamica; Argol Grip; Argol Rheuma;
Wick Vaporub; Rus.: Carmolis (Кармолис)†; Carmolis Fluid (Кармолис
Жидкость)†; Doktor Mom (Доктор Мом); S.Afr.: Balsem Vita GEEL;
Balsem Vita ROOI; Balsem Vita WIT; Enterodyne; Stuidruppels; Vicks Va-
porub; Swed.: Vicks Vaporub†; Switz.: Carmol; Carmol Plus†; Eucapinol;
Frixo-Dragon Vert†; Vicks Vaporub N; Thai.: Tiffyrub†; Turk.: Vicks Va-
porub; UK: Dragon Balm; No-Sor Vapour Rub; Nowax; USA: Vicks Va-
porub.

Nux Vomica
Brechnuss; Noce Vomica; Noix Vomique; Nuez vómica; Strychni
Semen.
CAS — 357-57-3 (anhydrous brucine).
Pharmacopoeias. In Chin. and Jpn.
Profile
Nux vomica consists of the dried ripe seeds of Strychnos nux-
vomica (Loganiaceae). It has the actions of strychnine (see
p.2393). As well as containing strychnine, nux vomica contains
brucine which has similar properties. 
Nux vomica is used in herbal medicine for a wide variety of dis-
orders including those of digestion or debility. 
Homoeopathy. Nux vomica has been used in homoeopathic
medicines under the following names: Nux vom.; Strychnos
nux-vomica. 
The dried ripe seeds of Strychnos ignatii have been used in ho-
moeopathic medicines under the following names: Iamara; Igna-
tia; Ignatia amara; Ign..
Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Braz.: Cessagripe†.

Multi-ingredient: Braz.: Estomafitino†; Gotas Digestivas; Kola Fosfatada
Soel†; Chile: Fenokomp 39; Fenolftaleina Compuesta†; Homeofortin III†;
Ital.: Lassatina†; Mex.: Bigenol; Philipp.: BSI Medicated Spray; Rus.: Ten-
tex (Тентекс); Spain: Alofedina; Switz.: Padma-Lax; Padmed Laxan;
Thai.: Flatulence.

Oak Bark
Ąžuolų žievė; Chêne, écorce de; Common Oak; Corteza de ro-
ble; Dubová kůra; Durmast Oak; Écorce de Chêne; Eichenrinde;
Ekbark; Kora dębowa; Quercus; Quercus cortex; Tammenkuori;
Tölgyfakéreg.

Pharmacopoeias. In Eur. (see p.vii). 
Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Oak Bark). The cut and dried bark from the fresh
young branches of Quercus robur, Q. petraea, and Q. pubescens.
It contains a minimum of 3.0% of tannins, expressed as pyrogal-
lol, calculated with reference to the dried drug.
Profile
Oak bark contains quercitannic acid. It has astringent properties
and is used in some herbal preparations. It was formerly used for
haemorrhoids and as a gargle. 
Homoeopathy. Oak bark has been used in homoeopathic med-
icines under the following names: Quercus.
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Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Cz.: Dubova Kura; Ger.: Traxaton; Hong Kong: Urocalun; Jpn: Urocalun;
Pol.: Quecor; Singapore: Urocalun; USA: Amerigel.
Multi-ingredient: Austria: Menodoron; Cz.: Hemoral†; Fr.: Delabarre
Bio-adhesif; Ger.: Tonsilgon; Pol.: Arnisol; Dentosept; Dentosept A; Enter-
osol; Mucosit; Sanofil; Stomatosol; Rus.: Tonsilgon N (Тонзилгон Н);
S.Afr.: Menodoron; Spain: Natusor Astringel†; Switz.: Kernosan Elixir ;
UK: Peerless Composition Essence; USA: Amerigel.

Octamylamine (rINN)

Octamilamina; Octamylaminum; Octisamyl hydrochloride (oc-
tamylamine hydrochloride). N-Isopentyl-1,5-dimethylhexy-
lamine.
Октамиламин
C13H29N = 199.4.
CAS — 502-59-0 (octamylamine); 5964-56-7 (oc-
tamylamine hydrochlor ide).

Profile
Octamylamine is a smooth muscle relaxant that has been used as
an antispasmodic. The hydrochloride and mucate salts have been
used similarly.
Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Gr.: Octinum-D†.

Octanoic Acid (USAN, rINN)

Acide caprylique; Acide Octanoïque; Ácido octanoico; Acidum
caprylicum; Acidum Octanoicum; Caprylic Acid; Kaprilo ru

_
gštis;

Kaprilsav; Kaprylsyra; Kapryylihappo; Kwas kaprylowy; Kyselina
oktanová.
Октаноевая Кислота
CH3.(CH2)6.CO2H = 144.2.
CAS — 124-07-2.

Pharmacopoeias. In Eur. (see p.vii). 
Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Caprylic Acid; Octanoic Acid BP 2008). A clear,
colourless or slightly yellowish, oily liquid. Very slightly soluble
in water; very soluble in alcohol and in acetone. It dissolves in di-
lute solutions of alkali hydroxides.

Sodium Octanoate
Natrii caprylas; Natrii Octanoas; Natrio kaprilatas; Nátrium-ka-
prilát; Natriumkaprylaatti; Natriumkaprylat; Natrium-oktanoát;
Octanoato sódico; Sodium Caprylate; Sodium, caprylate de.
C8H15NaO2 = 166.2.
CAS — 1984-06-1.
Pharmacopoeias. In Eur. (see p.vii). Also in USNF. 
Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Sodium Caprylate). A white or almost white, crys-
talline powder. Very soluble or freely soluble in water; sparingly
soluble in alcohol; freely soluble in acetic acid; practically insol-
uble in acetone. A 10% solution in water has a pH of 8.0 to 10.5. 
USNF 26 (Sodium Caprylate). A white crystalline powder. Very
soluble or freely soluble in water; sparingly soluble in alcohol;
freely soluble in acetic acid; practically insoluble in acetone. A
10% solution in water has a pH of 8.0 to 10.5.
Profile
Octanoic acid and its salts have antifungal activity. 
Sodium octanoate is used to stabilise albumin solution against
the effects of heat. Octanoic acid labelled with carbon-13 has
been used in a breath test to measure gastric emptying.
Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Multi-ingredient: Austral.: Caprilate.

Olaquindox (BAN, rINN)

Bay-Va-9391; Olaquindoxum. 2-(2-Hydroxyethylcarbamoyl)-3-
methylquinoxaline 1,4-dioxide.
Олахиндокс
C12H13N3O4 = 263.2.
CAS — 23696-28-8.
ATC Vet — QJ01MQ01.

Profile
Olaquindox is an antibacterial added to animal feedstuffs as a
growth promotor. Photoallergic reactions in animal handlers
have been reported on exposure to olaquindox.

Oleander
Adelfa; Baladre; Common Oleander; Espirradeira; Laurier Rose;
Oleanderblätter; Oleandri Folium; Rose Bay.

Profile
The dried leaves of the oleander shrub, Nerium oleander
(Apocynaceae), contain cardioactive glycosides, including ole-
andrin. They have been used in the treatment of heart disorders.
The flowers and bark have been used similarly. Toxicity, similar
to that seen with digoxin, may occur after ingestion of any part
of the plant; fatalities have been reported. Yellow oleander (The-
vetia peruviana) also contains cardiac glycosides and exhibits
similar toxicity to oleander. 
Homoeopathy. Oleander has been used in homoeopathic med-
icines under the following names: Nerium oleander; Oleand.
Treatment of adverse effects. References to the treatment of
oleander poisoning or yellow oleander poisoning.
1. Shumaik GM, et al. Oleander poisoning: treatment with digoxin-

specific Fab antibody fragments. Ann Emerg Med 1988; 17:
732–5. 

2. Safadi R, et al. Beneficial effect of digoxin-specific Fab anti-
body fragments in oleander intoxication. Arch Intern Med 1995;
155: 2121–5. 

3. Eddleston M, et al. Anti-digoxin Fab fragments in cardiotoxicity
induced by ingestion of yellow oleander: a randomised control-
led trial. Lancet 2000; 355: 967–72. 

4. Fonseka MM, et al. Yellow oleander poisoning in Sri Lanka: out-
come in a secondary care hospital. Hum Exp Toxicol 2002; 21:
293–5. 

5. de Silva HA, et al. Multiple-dose activated charcoal for treat-
ment of yellow oleander poisoning: a single-blind, randomised,
placebo-controlled trial. Lancet 2003; 361: 1935–8.

Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Multi-ingredient: Ger.: Miroton.

Olive
Oleae folium (olive leaf); Olivier, feuille d’ (olive leaf).

Pharmacopoeias. In Eur. (see p.vii). 
Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Olive Leaf; Oleae Folium). The dried leaf of Olea
europaea. It contains a minimum of 5.0% of oleuropein
(C25H32O13 = 540.5), calculated on the dried basis. Protect from
light.
Profile
The fresh or dried leaf of the olive, Olea europaea (Oleaceae), is
used in herbal medicine for its antihypertensive and diuretic ac-
tions. 
Olive fruit is the source of Olive Oil, p.2356.
Preparations
Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Austral.: Olivevital; Fr.: Oliviase†; Ger.: Olivysat.
Multi-ingredient: Austral.: Bioglan Bioage Peripheral; Fr.: B.O.P.; Ger.:
Antihypertonicum S; Hypercircin.

Olive Oil
Aceite de oliva; Alyvuogių aliejus; Azeite; Huile d’Olive; Olej z ol-
iwek; Oliiviöljy; Olivae oleum; Olivaolaj; Olive, huile d’; Olivenöl;
Olivolja; Olivový olej.

Pharmacopoeias. In Jpn. Also in USNF. 
Eur. (see p.vii) includes monographs for virgin olive oil and re-
fined olive oil. 
Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Olive Oil, Virgin; Olivae Oleum Virginale). The fatty
oil obtained by cold expression or other suitable mechanical
means from the ripe drupes of Olea europaea. It is a clear, yellow
or greenish-yellow, transparent liquid with a characteristic odour.
When cooled it begins to become cloudy at 10° and becomes a
butter-like mass at 0°. Practically insoluble in alcohol; miscible
with petroleum spirit (50° to 70°). Store in well-filled containers
at a temperature not exceeding 25°. Protect from light. 
Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Olive Oil, Refined; Olivae Oleum Raffinatum). The
fatty oil obtained by refining of crude olive oil. A suitable antoxi-
dant may be added. It is a clear, colourless, or greenish-yellow,
transparent liquid. When cooled it begins to become cloudy at

10° and becomes a butter-like mass at about 0°. Practically insol-
uble in alcohol; miscible with petroleum spirit (50° to 70°). Store
in well-filled containers at a temperature not exceeding 25°. Pro-
tect from light. Store under an inert gas if intended for use in the
manufacture of parenteral dosage forms. 
USNF 26 (Olive Oil). The fixed oil obtained from the ripe fruits
of Olea europaea (Oleaceae). It may contain suitable antoxi-
dants. It is a pale yellow, or light greenish-yellow, oily liquid,
having a slight characteristic odour. Slightly soluble in alcohol;
miscible with carbon disulfide, with chloroform, and with ether.
Store in airtight containers at a temperature not exceeding 40°.

Profile
When taken internally, olive oil is nutrient, demulcent, and mild-
ly laxative. It may also be given rectally (100 to 500 mL warmed
to about 32°) to soften impacted faeces (p.1693). 
Externally, olive oil is emollient and soothing to inflamed surfac-
es, and is used to soften the skin and crusts in eczema (p.1579)
and psoriasis (p.1583), and as a lubricant for massage. It is used
to soften ear wax (p.1725). 
Olive oil is used in the preparation of liniments, ointments, plas-
ters, and soaps; it is also used as a vehicle for oily suspensions for
injection. 
Epidemiological evidence points to the cardiovascular benefits
of olive oil in the diet. Olive leaf (p.2356) is used in herbal med-
icine.
Preparations
BP 2008: Olive Oil Ear Drops.

Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)
Mex.: Oleomed†.

Multi-ingredient: Arg.: Calculina†; Clinoleic; Austral.: Gold Cross BOZ
Ointment†; Snor-Away†; Austria: Clinoleic; OliClinomel; SMOFlipid;
Braz.: Quelodin†; Cz.: Clinoleic; OliClinomel; SMOFlipid; Denm.: Clino-
leic; OliClinomel; SMOFlipid; Fin.: Clinoleic; OliClinomel; Fr.: Clinoleic;
Maghora; OliClinomel; Ger.: Clinoleic; OliClinomel; SMOFlipid; Gr.: Clino-
leic; OliClinomel; SMOFlipid; Hung.: OliClinomel; SMOFlipid; Israel: Cli-
noleic; Ital.: Acumel; Clinoleic; OliClinomel; Mex.: Clinoleic†; Neth.: Cli-
noleic; OliClinomel; SMOFlipid; Norw.: SMOFlipid; NZ: Snorenz; Pol.:
Clinoleic; SMOFlipid; Port.: Clinoleic; OliClinomel; Rus.: Olimetin
(Олиметин)†; Spain: Aceite Acalorico; Clinoleic; Natusor High Blood
Pressure†; OliClinomel; Tensiben†; Swed.: Clinoleic; OliClinomel; SMOFli-
pid; Switz.: Clinoleic; OliClinomel; Thai.: OliClinomel; UK: Clinoleic; Oli-
Clinomel; SMOFlipid; Snor-Away.

Ololiuqui
CAS — 2889-26-1 (isoergine); 478-94-4 (ergine); 2390-
99-0 (chanoclavine); 548-43-6 (elymoclavine); 602-85-7
(lysergol).

NOTE. The following terms have been used as ‘street names’ (see
p.vi) or slang names for ‘morning glory’ seeds: 
Flying saucers; Glories; Heavenly blue; Pearly gates; Tlitlilzin;
Yaxce’lil.
Profile
Ololiuqui consists of the seeds of Rivea corymbosa or Ipomoea
tricolor (I. violacea) both convolvulaceous plants similar to the
garden plant ‘morning glory’, Ipomoea purpurea. The brown
seeds of R. corymbosa are known as ‘badoh’ and the black seeds
of I. tricolor as ‘badoh negro’. 
Ololiuqui has hallucinogenic properties and is considered to be
sacred by some Mexican Indians. Alkaloidal fractions contain at
least 5 closely related individual components, namely D-isolyser-
gic acid amide (isoergine), D-lysergic acid amide (ergine), chan-
oclavine, elymoclavine, and lysergol. 
The name ‘ololiuqui’ has been erroneously applied to seeds of
Datura meteloides (Solanaceae).

Onion
Cebolla; Cipolla; Oignon; Zwiebel.

Profile
Onion is the bulb of Allium cepa (Liliaceae). It has been reported
to reduce platelet aggregation, lower serum cholesterol, and to
enhance fibrinolysis. It has been used in preparations for the
treatment of urinary-tract disorders and in topical preparations
for scars and contractures. 
Homoeopathy. Onion has been used in homoeopathic medi-
cines under the following names: Cepa; Allium cepa; All. cepa.

Cardiovascular disease. A review of controlled studies pur-
porting to show beneficial effects of garlic and/or onion on car-
diovascular risk factors found those studies to have severe meth-
odological failings.1
1. Kleijnen J, et al. Garlic, onions and cardiovascular risk factors:

a review of the evidence from human experiments with emphasis
on commercially available preparations. Br J Clin Pharmacol
1989; 28: 535–44.

Stings. An onion bulb was used to treat the wound caused by a
blue-spotted stingray (Dasyatis kuhlii).1 Pain relief occurred
within 30 minutes.
1. Whiting SD, Guinea ML. Treating stingray wounds with onions.

Med J Aust 1998; 168: 584.
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